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1970s
1969
Washington Legislature 
passes the Intermediate 
School District Act of 
1969, HB 419, requiring 
formation of a statewide 
system of intermediate 
school districts (ISDs) 
to replace the 39 county 
offices. State Board 
created 14 ISDs in an effort 
to provide more productive 
use of funds, increased 
educational leadership, 
and more services to local 
school districts.

1972
State Board of 
Education reduces 
the number of ISDs 
from 14 to 12.

1981
Legislature 
authorizes  
ESDs to provide 
direct student 
service programs 
(i.e., special 
education)  
to local districts.

1984
Legislature changes 
ESD funding 
formula in light of 
Doran Decision 
(Basic Education) 
with state 
mandated formula.

1975
House Bill 205  
re-designates ISDs, 
changes name to 
Educational Service 
Districts (ESDs).

1979
ESD cooperative 
purchasing 
programs 
authorized.

1990
ESD “Core 
Services” defined 
for biennial 
budget purposes.

2004
ESDs sign an Interlocal 
Agreement to enable 
the nine ESDs in the 
State of Washington  
to work together.

2013
ESD Math and 
English Language 
Arts Coordinators 
funded by 
legislature and 
begin serving 
across the nine 
ESD regions.

2015
Washington 
State ESDs sign 
an Interlocal 
Agreement to clarify 
the manner in which 
the nine ESDs in the 
State of Washington 
will work together as 
an ESD Network.

ESD Science 
Coordinators begin 
serving across all 
nine ESD regions.

2017
Legislature passes 
“McCleary Solution” 
in response to the 
2012 court order 
to fully fund basic 
education. ESDs help 
districts deal with 
the financial realities 
and unintended 
consequences of the 
legislature’s actions. 

1993
The “Powers Bill” passes the 
legislature allowing ESDs 
similar authority as local school 
districts to provide services not 
in conflict with state law as long 
as requested in writing by local 
districts.

Legislation passes that no 
reduction in numbers of ESDs 
can take effect after June 1995 
without majority vote of affected 
school district directors.

2008
Educational Service 
Districts: Extending 
State Support for 
Schools through a 
Regional Delivery 
System.

1970
Major cooperatives 
for films and 
teaching materials 
operated in the 
regional offices.

1974
Legislature changes 
ISDs’ primary focus 
from regulatory to 
support service. 
County funding is 
reduced and phased 
out by 1979.

1977
State Board of Education 
reduces the number of 
ESDs from 12 to nine. 
Legislation passes allowing 
ESD board members to 
be elected by local school 
board members rather 
than the public. 

Inservice Training Act 
of 1977 passes with far-
reaching implications 
for ESDs in teacher 
preparation; ESD “core” 
services and informational 
roles and relationship with 
OSPI are further clarified.

1991
ESD self-insurance 
pooling authority 
expands to liability/
risk insurance 
cooperatives.

2006
Self Study of 
Washington State 
Educational Service 
Districts by Marcia 
Fromhold.

Audit of Washington 
State ESDs.

2014
AESD & OSPI 
ED Network 
Integration; shared 
commitment to 
improve statewide 
coordination.

2016
ESD Early Learning 
Coordinators begin 
serving across all 
nine ESD regions.

2019
ESDs 
celebrate 
50 years 
of service 
together 
at historic 
Skamania 
Lodge.

1995
LBC study of ESDs 
endorsed their value 
and support to local 
districts in providing 
needed services and 
saving money.

1982
Legislature grants 
ESDs authority to form 
cooperatives as self-
insurance trusts.

1985
Regional Committees 
on School District 
Organization 
reorganized under ESDs.

1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s

A History of Washington’s ESDs

Celebrating 50+ years of service to schools and communities statewide.

1995: Amazon sells its first bookEarly 1990s: Grunge rock sees commercial success1986: President Reagan signs the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act1984: Nike releases the first Air Jordan sneakers1980: Mount St. Helens, dormant for 123 years, eruptedEarly 1970s: 16mm films in ESD 123’s media center1971: Starbucks began in Seattle as a single coffee shop
1969: The United States’s Apollo 11 is the  
first manned mission to land on the moon 1970s: Computers began to change the workplace Late 1990s: Safeco Baseball park constructed, finished in 1999 2009: Boeing’s new 787 jetliner made its inaugural flight from Everett’s Paine Field 2011: The Tulalip tribes open Hibulb Cultural Center and Natural History Preserve

2007: Walla Walla Sweet Onion named  
Washington’s official state vegetable 2007: 2nd Tacoma Narrows bridge opened


