
News from Washington State ESDs 

tion, education, and training pro-
gram to benefit children from birth 
through grade 12 statewide, with a 
special emphasis on early education. 
 The program is named the 
Columbia Basin PIRC to re-
flect the home region, but re-
sources will be available state-
wide through networks estab-
lished by ESD 123 and its part-
ners in the project. Sixty organi-
zations nationwide have received 
a PIRC grant. The Columbia 
Basin PIRC is the only one in 
Washington. CBC Foundation is 
the fiscal agent for the grant, and 
ESD 123 will manage the deliv-
ery of services under Project 
Director Sue Schlegel, who par-
ticipated in writing the grant.  
 The Columbia Basin PIRC 
program will provide resources 
to parents, as they are their kids’ 
first and most important teach-
ers. According to official paper-
work, the primary goal of the 
Columbia Basin PIRC is: “To 
establish a regional and statewide 
Parent Information Resource 
Center system providing mean-
ingful and useful information, 
training, and education to par-
ents of children from birth-grade 
12 through a resource area and 
technology-supported dissemina-
tion design.”  
 The expected results of the 
Columbia Basin PIRC are:  
• Increased use of technology for 

obtaining information by state 
parent population 

• Enhanced information resources 
to increase access for Spanish-
speaking populations 

• Increased parent understanding of 
No Child Left Behind, testing, 
report cards, etc. 

• Increased parent participation in 
the educational process 

 

ESD 171:  North Cen-
tral ESD has been in-

volved with a variety of regional 
efforts, focusing on bringing 
districts together for a central 
mission, engaging the Profes-
sional Learning Communities 
philosophy.  Current projects 
underway include: 
• Leadership WSSDA – area gradu-

ates of the Leadership WSSDA  
program have been active in 
regional board meetings and 
hosting a breakfast with legislators 
during the WASA/WSSDA 
Legislative Conference. 

• Regional Board Training—
NCESD Chair Si Bautista and 
Board have planning underway 
for a formalized series of board 
trainings specifically to build local 
board member understanding of 
their role in building and support-
ing Professional Learning Com-
munities in their districts. 

• A regionalized Math Initiative—
In response to district requests, 
NCESD is developing a key 
Math Initiative which specifically 
targets middle and high school 
math challenges, leverages our 
region’s math specialists and 
develops long-term sustainability 
and staffing in the region. 

• Levy/Bond Brochure archive on 
NCESD website – Local districts 
are now submitting examples of 
Bond and Levy brochure to be 
posted on our website for refer-
ence and sharing among districts. 

• Columbia Online Academy – 
North Central ESD Educational 
Technology Director John Kelly 
has launched an online learning 
center to help area students meet 
WASL standards and specifically 
targeting WASL prep students. 

 

NWESD 189: The 
NWESD continues 

to prioritize its efforts on activi-
ties to improve student achieve-
ment through instruction.  
    Continuous Improvement 
Techniques—Classroom 
Level (CIT-CL) is a NWESD 
workshop providing five days 
of training over three months 
on specific strategies to engage 
students so that they de-
mand more responsibil-
ity for their achievement and to 
assist the teacher to, based 
upon data, appropriately adjust 
instructional strategies.  De-
mand for this pilot program has 
exceeded capacity with more 
than 400 teachers involved in 
the first five cohorts.  NWESD 
is working to ramp-up capacity to 
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Maggie Perez visits with Ann Campbell and Cindy Sands 
before the November 16 AESD Executive Board dinner. 

better respond to member district 
requests for additional training op-
portunities, based upon observed 
classroom impacts to date. 
   And the NWESD Class-
room-Based Assessment 
(CBA) Cooperative has grown 
beyond expectations, with at 
least three WASL-like forma-
tive assessments per compo-
nent area/per grade level/
within each WASL-assessed 
subject area.  These assessment 
instruments have benefited 
from the same equity review 
process used for WASL 
items.  Through an agreement 
with an on-line delivery system 
(EduSoft), interest in purchas-
ing these CBAs has been ex-
pressed by several larger dis-
tricts in the Washington and 
most recently California.  For-
mal discussions are underway.  

 

Puget Sound ESD: 
We are pleased to 

announce the official launch of 
a key initiative and collabora-
tion of all nine ESDs: the 
Washington Learning Source 
(WLS). Operated through 
PSESD, WLS significantly ex-
pands and enhances the state-
wide purchasing program previ-
ously run through the Ed Tech 
Support Centers at each ESD. 
 WLS works with commer-

 

AESD Regular Meeting Feb. 26, 2007, WSSDA Conference Center 

Legislative Conference February 25-26, 2007, Red Lion , Olympia 

AESD Regular Meeting April 19, 2007, Yakima 

2007 AESD Conference April 19-21, 2007, Yakima Convention     
Center 

cial vendors and ESDs to pro-
vide school districts with the 
best prices possible on adminis-
trative and instructional prod-
ucts and services they need. 
These include online learning 
opportunities for students and 
staff, software and hardware, 
security cameras, selected ESD 
services, and more. In many 
cases, support services are provided 
by ESDs in tandem with products.  
 The new WLS website at 
www.walearningsource.org 
serves as a one stop location for 
schools to find and order prod-
ucts and services through an 
easy to use shopping cart inter-
face. New offerings will con-
tinually be added. 
 WLS membership is free to 
school districts in the state and 
is established through an inter-
local agreement with Puget 
Sound ESD. Purchases meet 
competitive bid laws. 

A Taste of Excellence!  
 
 
 
AESD Conference 
April 19-21, 2007 

Yakima Convention Center  
 

See aesd-wa.org for hotel 
and agenda information. 

Coming Events Coming Events 

 A Message from the President 

 Happy New Year.  This 
is proving to be an exciting 
time for our association.  
For the first time in many 
years meaningful dollars for 
ESDs are in the State Su-
perintendent’s budget.  Jim 
Shoemake has joined Norm 
Wisner to give us added 
clout in lobbying and asso-
ciation business.  And what 
is perhaps the most exciting 
is the growing awareness, 
both nationally and locally, 
of how critical our service 
agencies are to the success 
of educational reform.  The 
evidence and research is 
conclusive:  Where ESDs 
are providing mentoring, 
academic coaches and staff 
in-service, student scores 
are improving and local dis-
tricts are meeting the de-
mands of NCLB and aver-
age yearly progress.  
 To maintain the mo-
mentum and emerge suc-
cessful from the current 

legislative session we all 
must be involved.  In a 
previous column I stated 
that we have a great story 
to tell.  Coordinate with 
your board’s legislative 
representative in making 
sure your local legislators 
are aware of what we do 
and how well we do it.  
Also plan on attending the 
WASA/WSSDA Legisla-
tive Conference in Olym-
pia on February 25-26, 
2007.  This is a perfect op-
portunity for a personal 
contact with your legisla-
tors. 
 Of course the other 
big news is our Annual 
Conference in Yakima on 
April 19-21, 2007. This 
will be an extremely im-
portant meeting for sev-
eral reasons.  Of foremost 
interest will the first op-
portunity to receive the 
system-wide report from 
the State Auditor’s Office 
on the ESD Performance 
Audits.   By this time we 
also should know how we 
fared or are faring in the 
legislature.  Finally your 
board will be presenting 
some proposals for build-
ing an even stronger 
AESD.        
 
  ~Howard Coble 
 AESD President 

AESD Executive Committee Meeting 

 The AESD Executive 
Board met November 16 in 
Spokane during the WSSDA 
Annual Conference. The 
ESD performance audits 
were a major topic of discus-
sion, as well as preparation 
for the Legislative Session. 
Anticipation of the ESD/
OSPI partnership was dis-
cussed, along with the OSPI 
budget proposal. Norm Wis-
ner and Jim Shoemake, our 
AESD Legislative Liaisons, 
described legislative and pol-
icy priorities and Norm high-
lighted the latest from Wash-
i n g t o n  L e a r n s  ( s e e 
www.aesd.wa.org for more 

President Howard Coble Gordon Griggs, Brad Gingerich, Bruce Hawkins, and Paul 
Rosier at November 16 AESD Executive meeting. 

details), including informa-
tion about the final report 
(see Final Report on AESD 
website). 
  ESD 189 Superintendent 
Jerry Jenkins described pro-
gress with the accreditation 
process and Superintendent 
Bruce Hawkins offered to 
share ESD 123's legislative 
priorities brochure template. 
Copies of the AESD Strate-
gic Plan were distributed, 
with further work to be done 
at the next meeting. A K-12 
Subcommittee presentation 
was given January 24. This 
PowerPoint can also be seen 
on the AESD website. 
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 News f rom WashNews f rom Washi
ESD 101: SST 
showcases skills: 

When federal officials asked the 
WA Commission for National 
and  Communi ty  Serv ice 
(WCNCS) to identify an exem-
plary AmeriCorps program – 
one it would like to showcase for 
a visiting federal official – a call 
was placed to ESD 101’s Spo-
kane Service Team (SST). 
 After the SST was selected to 
represent Eastern Washington as 
an AmeriCorps program demon-
strating best practices – it was 
then asked to prove it, in person, 
for Daniel Barutta of the Corpo-
ration for National and Commu-
nity Service (CNCS). 
 Barutta is the CNCS program 
officer for the western United 
States. His visit to Spokane was 
the first by a CNCS program 
officer to Washington State in 
many years.  
 The SST is an AmeriCorps 
national service program com-
pleting housing for low-income 
residents and construction pro-
jects for school districts and 
agencies that serve the disadvan-
taged in the greater Spokane 
area. Barutta’s Spokane tour fea-
tured the SST’s Riverside Ave-
nue home base and a local con-
struction site. 
 “What a great program. I am 
so grateful to have had the op-
portunity to meet your Ameri-
Corps members,” said Barutta. 
“It was evident that the SST staff 
really cares about its members. 
 “You all are a family! And I 
am very impressed with how 
much knowledge the Ameri-
Corps members have learned 
about building quality homes for 
people who desperately need 
suitable living accommodations. 
What you all are doing for the 
community of Spokane, and 
your AmeriCorps members, is 
exciting and encouraging.” 

 

ESD 105: New 
Early Learning 

Initiative—An initial investment 
in the academic success of 
Yakima’s youngest has arrived in 

the form of grants totaling 
nearly $1.2 million for the East 
Yakima Early Learning Initiative 
from Thrive By Five Washing-
ton and the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation.  The project 
– joining one in western Wash-
ington’s White Center as one of 
two of its kind in the state – will 
involve building an early learn-
ing center/hub with model pro-
grams for children from birth to 
5 years, and wrap-around ser-
vices for families.   
 The Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation provided $750,000 
for the planning grant, and 
Thrive By Five Washington 
awarded an additional $423,228.  
Thrive By Five Washington and 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foun-
dation currently plan to devote 
about $90 million toward early 
learning demonstration commu-
nities in the state during the next 
10 years.  Community stake-
holders involved with the east 
Yakima site plan to seek an esti-
mated $30 million toward its 
development and eventual operation. 
 ESD 105 Superintendent 
Jane Gutting announced the 
funding award during a Decem-
ber 18 meeting of the Yakima 
project’s community stake-
holders.  Jone Bosworth, direc-
tor of Washington’s Department 
of Early Learning, was on hand 
to speak on the impact of the 
project to the Yakima area and 
to the state.  Local leaders also 
addressed the benefits it will 
provide on preparing young 
children in the area for school 
success, and the collaborative 
effort that area business leaders 
have contributed toward helping 
lay the project’s groundwork.  
 The goal of the demonstra-
tion community is to strengthen 
existing learning efforts for chil-
dren from birth to age five 
based on the following philoso-
phies:  that parents are the pri-
mary teachers of young children, 
that programs must be culturally 
appropriate to the communities 
in which they operate, that these 

efforts should reach families of 
all incomes, that rigorously 
evaluated proven practices be 
used, and that community part-
ners participate in the process.  
The demonstration community 
will target parents and children 
who are most in need of ser-
vices, prioritize outreach where 
children and families already spend 
their time, and continually evaluate 
the results of programs’ work.         
 A needs assessment and re-
sults from a survey conducted by 
parents in the project area will be 
used for the next phase of deter-
mining what services would be 
delivered to parents, what model 
of childcare programs would be 
offered, what types of parent 
support services are needed, and 
what types of professional devel-
opment would be available for 
childcare providers. 
 “This will not only be a learn-
ing center for the community, 
but it will also be a research site 
statewide and nationally that will 
be tracked for years,” said Dr. 
Sylvia Severn, director of the 
East Yakima Early Learning Ini-
tiative for ESD 105.     
 Work is beginning on devel-
oping the demonstration com-
munity’s business plan, which 
will be submitted this June for 
potential further funding from 
Thrive By Five Washington and the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.   
 The Yakima area was selected 
by the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation last summer to apply 
as the eastern location of the two 
sites in the state for its early 
learning demonstration commu-
nity, joining the western Wash-
ington site in White Center.  Last 
August, community organiza-
tions chose ESD 105 to serve as 
the lead agency to seek funds for 
the project and organize the 
planning process.  Thrive By 
Five Washington, a statewide 
public-private partnership cre-
ated this past year to improve 
and expand high quality early 
learning efforts, is joining the 
Gates Foundation in funding the 

planning and development strate-
gies for the Yakima early learning 
demonstration community.  

 

ESD 112: Region's 
schools to receive 

videoconference equipment 
through grant—As part of a 
$621,000 grant funded by Qwest 
Settlement dollars, 17 school districts 
in the ESD 112 region will receive 
K-20 videoconference equipment to 
enhance learning opportunities.  
 The schools who will benefit 
from the Next Generation K-20 
Videoconferencing Project are: 
Castle Rock School District; Ever-
green School District; Glenwood 
School District; Green Mountain 
School District; Kalama School 
District; Klickitat School District; 
La Center School District; Lyle 
School District; Mount Pleasant 
School District; Naselle-Grays 
River Valley School District; 
Ridgefield School District; Skama-
nia School District; Wahkiakum 
School District; Washington State 
School for the Deaf; Washougal 
School District; White Salmon 
Valley School District; and Wish-
ram School District. 
 The overriding goal of the 
project, administered by OSPI, is 
to promote and expand the in-
structional use of interactive vid-
eoconferencing across all of the 
sectors in the K-20 system, by 
replacing and/or enhancing vid-
eoconferencing endpoint equip-
ment to support updated video 
protocols and their inherent in-
creased flexibility in mobility, with 
a focus on classroom deployment. 
 Funds for videoconferencing 
equipment were available to edu-
cational institutions that requested 
them and demonstrated a readi-
ness to use it to support teaching 
and learning. To ensure account-
ability, applicants agreed to terms 
and conditions that included the 
removal and re-allocation of 
funded equipment, if it is not used 
for the intended instructional pur-
poses, within one year after its 
receipt, including participation in 
at least three instructional uses of 
videoconferencing.  

Volume 6, Issue 2, Winter 2007 Page  3 

ington State  ESDsington State  ESDs   
 "The technology staff here at 
ESD 112 are thrilled that so 
many districts in Southwest 
Washington were awarded these 
grants," shared Debbie Tschirgi, 
Director of Educational Tech-
nology Programs at the ESD. 
"The use of the K-20 network 
for videoconferencing opens 
new doors to learning for the 
students in this region. With this 
new, improved equipment, dis-
tricts will be better able to offer 
regularly-scheduled distance 
learning classes, virtual field 
trips, one-time instructional 
events and other activities that 
extend their learning opportuni-
ties beyond the four walls of 
their classrooms." Tschirgi 
joined Jeff Andrews, Laura 
Anderson and Kathy Koren in 
putting together some documen-
tation to help the districts write 
their applications for the grant. 
Statewide, more than 300 appli-
cations were submitted for fund-
ing through this grant, and 88 
were selected as recipients.  

 

ESD 113: Two ESD 
113 staff members, 

Erin Riffe and Lee Buscko, have 
assumed new duties as directors 
of programs serving students 
throughout the region. 
 Riffe, formerly a lead coun-
selor and clinical supervisor in 
Grays Harbor and Pacific coun-
ties for the ESD’s Student Assis-
tance Program, now oversees the 
afterschool programs funded 
through the ESD by grants from 
the federal 21st Century Commu-
nity Learning Centers initiative. 
More than 2,000 students in 17 
school districts are served by 
these programs. 
 Buscko, formerly lead staff 
person in Grays Harbor, Lewis, 
Mason and Pacific counties for 
the ESD’s Youth Training Pro-
grams, now oversees the pro-
gram for the whole region. 
Youth Training Programs are 
designed to help youth 16-21 
years of age gain educational and 
employment skills necessary to 
overcome the barriers of ex-

treme poverty. The positive out-
comes for students completing 
the programs are: 1) making a 
living wage in unsubsidized em-
ployment; or 2) entering college 
to further educational goals. 
 For information about the 
afterschool program, contact 
Riffe at eriffe@esd113.k12.wa.us 
or (360) 464-6850. For informa-
tion about the Youth Training 
Programs, contact Buscko at 
lbuscko@esd113.k12.wa.us or 
(360) 464-6850. 

 

OESD 114, Olympic 
Community College, 

and 9 area school districts re-
cently received grant funding 
from the Transition Math Pro-
ject and the Gates Founda-
tion.  The Olympic Peninsula 
Trans i t ion Math Project 
(OPTMP) is designed to build 
regional capacity to support the 
continuous improvement of 
mathematics teaching and learn-
ing.  The project will focus on 
improving high school student 
math achievement and increasing 
the number of graduates ready 
for college-level math.  OPTMP 
combines elements of leadership 
development at all levels, sup-
ports grades 9-14 cross-sector 
collaboration, and building-based 
professional learning teams at 
each high school.  The alignment 
of curriculum, instruction, as-
sessments and standards will be 
examined through a cyclical 
process of collaboratively design-
ing and implementing lessons 
aligned to standards and then 
analyzing evidence of student 
learning to make adjustments. 
The goal is to normalize the cy-
clical process to provide sustainable, 
job-embedded professional develop-
ment in a collaborative setting.   

 

ESD 123: The CBC 
Foundation, in collabo-

ration with ESD 123, has been 
awarded a five-year Parent Infor-
mation Resource Center (PIRC) 
grant from the U.S. Department 
of Education for more than $3.9 
million. The grant will allow for 
the creation of a parent informa-
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