
What is an ESD???   If your 
experiences are similar to mine you 
have been asked this question many 
times and, if you are like me, you have 
struggled with a concise but adequate 
answer.   Over the past several months 

the AESD board has been working to frame a response to be 
used by all ESD staff  and board members.  The fi nished product 
is now available in a handbill format that can be added to our 
legislative brochure or otherwise distributed to legislators, 
school districts, spouses and others as needed.  It should also 
be helpful as you craft your own narrative response to the 
question.   

As we continue our eff orts to achieve full funding for basic 
education and to maintain or enhance the funding necessary to 
the mission of Washington’s ESDs it is critical that our message 
be consistent.  A copy of the fl ier is pictured to the right, and all 
ESD Superintendents have copies available.  I hope you will fi nd 
this eff ort benefi cial.

            ~Gary Coe, NEWESD 101
                 2014-15 AESD President          
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Pictured at the November 19, 2014 AESD Executive Board Meeting are (l-r):  
Megan Simmons, WSSDA Policy Assistant; Gary Coe, AESD President; and Rich 
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Paulette Lopez, ESD 105 Board
The newest addition to the ESD 105 

Board of Directors is Paulette Lopez, a college 
dean from Yakima who officially joined the 
group in November.  Lopez succeeds the 
position that was previously held by Marietta 
Clements, who retired at the end of August 
after five years on the board.

Lopez has been the dean of the 
Workforce Education Division at Yakima 
Valley Community College since 2007.  In that 
position, she oversees programs involving a 
collective budget of $4 million, and helped 
develop the aerospace apprenticeship 
program that YVCC launched during the 
winter of 2012-2013.  She earlier held duties 
at YVCC as the director of the Center of 
Excellence for Allied Health (2006-2007) and 
as Title V faculty coordinator (2002-2005).

Her resume of community involvement 
includes serving on the EPIC (Enterprise for 
Progress In the Community) Executive Board 
since 2010, the Board of Trustees for the 
Ready By Five early learning project in Yakima 
(2011-2013), the Washington State Board of 
Education’s Math Panel Board (2007-2008), 
local PTA groups, Yakima School District levy 
committees, and the Hispanic Academic 
Achievers Program.

Lopez obtained her M.S. and B.A. degrees 
in health promotion from Purdue University.  
She also earned an associate’s degree from 
Sacramento City College, with an emphasis in 
mathematics and science.

ESD 105 Superintendent Steve 
Myers said:  “Mrs. Lopez brings a wealth of 
leadership, knowledge and experience in 
many areas to our Board of Directors.  She 
will be especially valuable as an advocate for 
early learning, English language learners, and 
cradle-to-career initiatives.” 
 
 ~David Goehner, ESD 105
     Public Information Officer

AESD Network News from across the State

Ocosta students are pictured with their gold clam 
shovels at the groundbreaking for the tsunami 
refuge.

Located near Westport in Grays Harbor 
County, Ocosta Elementary and Junior/Senior 
High School share the same campus on a 
highly vulnerable peninsula less than a mile 
from the Pacific Ocean. It’s connected to the 
mainland by a bridge that would likely be 
damaged in an earthquake, which could also 
trigger a tsunami.

“We have no hills to run up or other natural 
high ground,” said Ocosta School District Super-
intendent Paula Akerlund. “Our only alternative 
is to evacuate vertically, as fast as we can.”

A few years back, two Ocosta School 
District bond measures failed that were 
proposed to upgrade aging school buildings. 
After Akerlund and other local officials 
decided to fold a tsunami refuge into the 
design, the $13.8 million bond passed 
overwhelmingly in 2013. “We just thought 
it made a lot of sense, since we needed to 
rebuild anyway,” Akerlund said.

The building will be the first in North 
America to include engineering to withstand 
the effects of earthquakes and tsunami, while 
providing a safe haven for all the students, 
teachers and staff of the school. The building 
broke ground in January and should be 
completed by late 2015.

The roof of the new elementary school 
gym will serve as the vertical evacuation 
refuge. Its height is well above the tallest 
surges tsunami modelers predict for the 
location. The roof will be large enough to hold 
about 1,000 people, so residents from the 
surrounding area could seek refuge there from 
a tsunami, in addition to the 700 students and 
staff that would be there on a school day.
 ~Pam Folsom, ESD 113
    SCJ Alliance Communications Director

Nine ESDs.  One Network.  Supporting Washington’s Schools and Communities

New ESD 105 Board Member Ocosta School District Breaks 
Ground on First Vertical-Tsunami 
Refuge in North America

Registration information for the 2015 
AESD Conference is now available 
on the OESD 114 website www.oesd.
wednet.edu.
• Registration Deadline:  March 13, 
2015
• Please return registration form with 
check or Purchase Order to:  OESD 114, 
105 National Ave. N., Bremerton, WA  
98312, or register with a credit card 
online at www.oesd.wednet.edu
• Registrants will receive written 
confirmation – if not received 10 days 
before the start date, please call to 
verify your registration, 360.478.6884.

Contact the Clearwater Resort at 
800.375.6073 to reserve your rooms.  
Alternate lodging is available at the 
Best Western Plus Bainbridge Island 
Suites.  

See www.oesd.wednet.edu for more 
details.

March 13 Registration 
Deadline for AESD Conference
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Schrader joins NEWESD 101 staff 
NEWESD 101 is pleased to announce the 

arrival of Tammie Schrader as its new regional 
science coordinator. She comes aboard after 
15 years as a middle school math, science and 
STEM teacher in Cheney Public Schools. While 
her heart clearly lies in local classrooms, this is a 
professional whose impact extends well beyond 
the local and regional areas.

Only one month into her run at NEWESD 
101, Schrader was invited to Washington, D.C. to 
participate in the White House Game Jam. Higher 
education and private-sector game developers 
were invited to a 48-hour “jam,” making games 
in diff erent subject areas adhering to Common 
Core State Standards and Next Generation 
Science Standards. 

Schrader participated as a teacher 
consultant, one of only six, advising approximately 
25 developer teams on content and methods. 
The weekend jam included a half-day on the 
White House grounds. Schrader is shown below 
at the President’s podium, in the South Court 
Auditorium. Schrader has served as a federal 
education consultant since receiving a 2008 
fellowship from the U.S. Department of Education. 
Her resume also includes consulting work for the 
U.S. Department of Energy and National Science 
Foundation.

“We are extremely fortunate to have Tammie 
on our team,” says NEWESD 101 Superintendent 
Michael Dunn. “Her energy, creativity and depth 
of knowledge are absolutely off  the chart.”

 As regional science coordinator, Schrader 
off ers STEM support and professional develop-
ment around Next Generation Science Standards to 
teachers in 59 districts. Welcome, Tammie.
    ~Steve Witter, NEWESD 101, Executive Director

   Communications & Development

(Continued on next page)

Global Teacher Prize nomination for former 
National Teacher of the Year  

The Zillah High School science instructor 
who was named the 2013 National Teacher of 
the Year became one of 50 fi nalists in December 
for the new Global Teacher Prize that will 
be awarded this March by the Varkey GEMS 
Foundation of London, England. 

 Jeff  Charbonneau, who this past fall 
took on additional duties as the South Central 
Washington STEM Coordinator for ESD 105, 
joined social studies teacher Noah Zeichner of 
Seattle’s Chief Sealth International School as one 
of two Washingtonians selected as fi nalists for 
the worldwide honor.  

The teachers in the top 50 come from 
27 countries and include 16 educators from 
the United States.  The Global Teacher Prize 
recognizes teachers who promote innovative 
instructional practices, who improve the quality 
of education for children of all backgrounds, and 
who help prepare children to become global 
citizens of the world.  The eventual winner will 
receive $1 million to be paid over 10 years.
  CWU program promotes entrepreneurial 
education: 
  ESD 105 was among the supporting 
partners in the “Many Faces of Entrepreneurship” 
session that Central Washington University’s 
Institute for Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
presented on November 18 at Yakima’s Capitol 
Theatre.  About 400 students from more than a 
dozen area high schools attended the morning 
program, that was fi lled with inspiring speaker 
presentations on ways to develop innovative 
and creative skills in business and marketing.  
The keynote speaker was Sandy Wheeler, who 
helped refi ne and market the Bowfl ex exercise 
system as a co-founder of the Vancouver 
company now known as the Nautilus Group.  
Current area college students and recent 
graduates also shared their insights about 
promoting their own products and services.
  
  ~David Goehner, ESD 105

  Public Information Offi  cer

 

Double duty: ESD 112 Director of School Success 
also serves as small school superintendent 

 As ESD 112’s Director of School Success who 
also doubles as a small school Superintendent, 
Kathy Whitlock masterfully balances two 
signifi cant roles in education. “It means I get 
to work on statewide teaching and learning 
initiatives, but I also have the opportunity to 
witness fi rst-hand how those initiatives make an 
impact in the classroom,” she said.  Whether she’s 
partnering with Washington’s nine ESDs and 
OSPI, collaborating with educators in the region 
or riding a school bus home with the students 
she’s come to know by fi rst name, Whitlock 
enjoys the variety that her job entails.

In her role as Director of School Success, 
Whitlock is responsible for coordinating a variety 
of Teaching and Learning programs within the 
ESD 112 region – from meeting with regional 
science and math coordinators, coordinating 
STEM initiatives, and supporting the region’s 
schools in staff  development, including TPEP, 
and clock hours. Working in partnership with 
other ESDs and OSPI, Whitlock helps support 
school success in approximately 25 schools in 
the region, including serving as a liaison with a 
school’s designated coach through OSPI. 

As superintendent of the Mill A School 
District, a district of just 22 students in 
Skamania County, Whitlock gets to enjoy her 
true passion of working directly with children. 
On the fi rst day of school last fall, she hopped 
aboard a big yellow school bus and rode the 
routes with kids. “I got to see the community 
from a diff erent perspective. It was a great way 
to end the fi rst day,” she said. 

Wearing so many hats might seem over-
whelming, but Whitlock takes it all in stride. “I 
feel honored to have the opportunity to serve 
this dual role,” she said. “I love being able to 
connect on a regional and statewide level, and 
how we are all addressing the same issues,” she 
said. “When I walk into a classroom and see 
the excitement and joy on kid’s faces, the most 
gratifying feeling you can have!” 
  
           ~Jodi Thomas, ESD 112  Public Information

              ESD 105              ESD 105              NEWESD 101              NEWESD 101               ESD 112

Kathy Whitlock, ESD 112 Director of School 
Success, juggles two roles.

Jeff  Charbonneau

Nine ESDs.  One Network.  Supporting Washington’s Schools and Communities

Tammie Schrader, NEWESD101 Regional 
Science Coordinator at the White House.
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Tell Me What You “SAW”: A Look at “Safety 
Awareness Walkthroughs”

Have you ever been asked to look at 
something through the eyes of another? 
Observing our surroundings through the lenses of 
others can help open our own eyes to see things 
we may have been missing all along.  

When it comes to our workplace, what we 
see or do not see is especially important where 
safety is concerned.

Capital Region ESD 113 Workers’ 
Compensation Trust, a partner in safety and 
health solutions, explored this notion and 
developed an interactive safety program. It’s 
designed to encourage member school districts 
to see their working environment through the 
eyes of a safety and health specialist, to help 
them identify workplace hazards in their schools 
and buildings.

The Safety Awareness Walkthrough (SAW) 
is uniquely designed to a school environment. 
Skilled specialists from the Capital Region 
ESD perform the walkthrough with a school 
administrator, sharing knowledge and 
insight. The ESD team also does a report with 
photographs to capture problem areas, prepares 
a checklist pertinent to the particular setting, as 
well as does follow-up.

While going through the safety walk, the 
team identifi es potential safety hazards that 
perhaps previously were walked by unnoticed. 
This could be in a classroom, a workshop, a school 
bus, a storage room or even an offi  ce.  As school 
personnel become aware of the environment 
in a safety sense, they are able to make positive 
changes and choices and alleviate injury.

Olympia School District principal Paul 
Anders, after completing a safety walk at the 
Washington Middle School said, “With SAW 
we are being proactive in educating staff  and 
students on the importance of safety and we 
can really see the diff erence.”  Principal Anders 
completed a walk through of the school together 
with Capital Region ESD 113’s Bob Pierce 
(Manager Safety & Health Services) and Wayne 
Whiton (Safety Specialist).  The team identifi ed 
potential hazards and was able to fi nd solutions 
before employees or students were injured.

“I can see no downside to SAWs. I think 
every principal would embrace and benefi t from 
this safety process,” said Anders.

~Pamela (Merrill) White
   Outlook Writing & Design
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School Safety & Security Cooperative – the fi rst of its 
kind in the Olympic ESD 114 region!  

OESD 114 is excited to announce that many 
of our school districts in the region have formed 
a School Safety and Security Cooperative. On 
Monday, October 20, 2014, leaders gathered 
together for the very fi rst School Safety and Security 
Cooperative 2014-15 kickoff  event to explore 
these important issues, learn from each other (fi rst 
responders and community partners), and install 
plans to either prevent or mitigate safety and 
security risks to students and staff .  Many attendees 
joined us from Clallam, Jeff erson, Kitsap and Mason 
counties including: school board representatives 
from several OESD school districts, school district 
superintendents or their representative, area 
legislators, fi rst responder leaders, private and 
public school and college leaders, tribal school 
leaders, and Emergency Management leaders.  

Guest speakers Randy Town, School Safety 
and Security Coordinator of ESD 105, and Brian 
Winter, Lieutenant, Yakima County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce 
shared details about what they have successfully 
accomplished in Yakima County in collaboration 
with schools and emergency agencies through their 
Cooperative.

 Attendees had the opportunity to meet 
with their local county offi  cials and discuss the 
challenges, concerns and needs that are specifi c to 
schools in their area.  

The Cooperative’s Advisory Board is underway 
and professional development trainings have been 
planned throughout the year to include topics such 
as: active shooter/critical incident response, mental 
health/community support, and infrastructure/cost 
assessment.

~Tina Schulz, ESD 114 
   Executive Assistant to the Superintendent

ESD 123 Awarded 110 ECEAP Slots
The Department of Early Learning (DEL), 

through the State of Washington, received 
preschool expansion funding that focuses 
on full-day services and the opportunity to 
continue to expand preschool into multiple 
learning environments that are dedicated to 
improving outcomes for children.  ESD 123 
is committed to growing our Early Learning 
Department, believing it is paramount that 
all children have access to high quality child 
development services that provide a safe and 
engaging learning environment that prepares 
children for Kindergarten.  

As evidence of our commitment, we applied 
for and were awarded 110 full-day ECEAP (Early 
Childhood Education and Assistance Program) 
slots off ered within Finley, North Franklin, 
Columbia, and Pasco School Districts.  Although it 
is just one step toward meeting the needs of our 
early learning community, we were able to work 
closely with our districts to have all six classrooms 
up and running by October, and as a result of 
full waiting lists, hope to be able to expand the 
program in the 2015-2016 school year.

ECEAP is a comprehensive preschool 
program, provided by Washington State 
funds, that provides free services and support 
to eligible children and their families.  The 
goal of the program is to help ensure all 
Washington children enter kindergarten ready 
to succeed.  The program serves three and 
four-year-olds from low-income families, or with 
developmental or environmental risk factors 
that could interfere with school success.  

Our program includes a comprehensive 
pre-kindergarten program that integrates 
education, family support, and health services 
in an eff ort to foster the development of the 
whole child and enhance opportunities for 
success in school and life, while recognizing 
the importance of parent involvement 
and their role as their child’s fi rst and most 
important teacher.  States Jennifer Kelly, ESD 
123 Early Learning Coordinator, “We believe 
that exceptional child development services 
should have a sense of purpose, organization 
and excitement.  To produce the best results for 
children, our philosophy encompasses an early 
learning environment that off ers high-quality 
experiences in both classroom practices and 
teacher-child relationships.”

Each district who implemented new ECEAP 
programs already off ered full-day Kindergarten 
classes and had been working closely with 
the ESD Early Learning staff  to utilize WaKIDS 
within their districts in an eff ort to achieve the 
best results for Kindergarten students and their 
families.  In a community where over 60% of the 
elementary students qualify for free or reduced 
lunch prices and with a growing population 
of students served through Migrant/Bilingual 
programs, Dr. Lou Gates, Superintendent of 

(Continued from page 3)
OESD 114               ESD 123      ESD 113      ESD 113

Shown are the before (left) and after 
(right) photos of a stairwell observed 
at the Washington Middle School dur-
ing a SAW.  The steps, once a tripping 
hazard, are now more clearly identified.  
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Columbia School District and Ian Yale, Elementary 
School Principal, often look for opportunities to better 
serve children in the early years.  They recognized that 
an ECEAP program would further enhance their ability 
to impact students early on in their education.

“Columbia, Finley, North Franklin and Pasco 
School Districts have a long history of working with 
one another and ESD 123,” state Yale and Gates.  
“Working in collaboration to support ECEAP in 
our districts is one more positive way we can help 
students in all our communities.”

 ~Molly Curtiss, ESD 123
       Communications & Graphics Coordinator

PSESD Early Learning Initiatives Continue to Grow
Early kindergarten registration, a key strategy in 

the Road Map Race to the Top Start Strong work, is 
critical for several reasons; chief among them is laying 
the foundation for positive and ongoing relationships 
between schools and families. Strong evidence from 
recent studies demonstrates the impact high quality 
early learning environments can have on both short- 
and long-term outcomes for young children. 

“There is a lot we can and are doing to increase 
school readiness. These eff orts range from funding 
more high-quality learning environments to creating 
smoother transitions into kindergarten,” said Mary 
Waldron, P-3 Systems Program Manager. “One way 
to support smoother transitions is through more 
aligned registration systems, and promoting and 
supporting early kindergarten registration.”

As part of this eff ort, the Road Map Region 
(comprised of the seven school districts in South King 
County) has identifi ed MLK Tuesday (Jan. 20, 2015) as 
opening day for kindergarten registration. Beginning 
January 20th, all seven school districts will provide 
information on kindergarten registration and begin 
the process of engaging incoming families. 

Other Early Learning Initiatives include:
Head Start Expansion 5 Year Grant Review:  Over 

the next 6 months (Jan 2015 through June 2015), 
PSESD will work to support the Head Start expansion 
(187 slots) grant federal review. 

 ECEAP Expansion 2014-15 and 2015-16:  Our 
early learning team is in the implementation phase 
of our 2014-15 ECEAP expansion grant.  The agency 
is implementing 310 new slots and 199 conversion 
slots. Early Learning is establishing relationships 
with new service providers, executing partnership 
agreements and providing training and technical 
assistance.

 In May of 2015 the application window will 
be open should the agency decide to apply for 
additional slots for 2015-16.  

 Early Head Start Child Care Partnership Grant:  
PSESD was recently awarded a $2.9M EHS Childcare 
partnership grant.  The grant is primarily focused on 
improving the quality of early learning in and among 
the service providers in the region.   Associate 
Superintendent Luba Bezborodnikova and her team 
are in the fi nal negotiations of the grant and services 
are expected to start in April of 2015.

These Early Learning initiatives play a substantial 

part of the agency’s business and a critical role 
in PSESD reaching our END of “Success for Each 
Child” and Eliminate the Opportunity Gap.

        ~Peter Daniels, PSESD Executive Director
          Communications & Public Relations

NCESD Educational Foundation partners with 
Local Nonprofi ts

The NCESD Educational Foundation has 
partnered with the Community Foundation 
of North Central Washington and the Woods 
Family Music & Arts Fund to increase Teacher 
Grant opportunities through “STEAM” grants. 
STEAM (Science Technology Engineering Art and 
Mathematics) adds “art” to the traditional STEM 
category, introducing elements of creativity to 
applied science and math projects.

This is one of two new grant opportunities 
recently announced by the Community 
Foundation to support public education in North 
Central Washington: Stronger Schools and STEAM 
Teacher Grants. 

Stronger Schools is a new grant program that 
provides grants up to $5,000 to public schools. 
The program replaces the former Classrooms 
Can! grant program funded by Gates to widen 
the reach of fi nancial support and encourage 
innovative programs that impact entire school 
buildings. 

“Last October the Foundation hosted a Town 
Hall style meeting to discuss how we could 
increase participation and broaden the impact 
of our support for public schools” said Denise 
Sorom, the foundation’s director of community 
philanthropy. “We heard from principals, school 
board members, ESD representatives, and many 
others that increasing our award amounts and 
focusing on individual schools (rather than full 
school districts) could make a real diff erence for 
the student experience.”  

 “We wanted to be careful not to abandon our 
support for individual teachers which had gained 
some traction with the Classrooms Can! program” 
said Sorom. “We recognized that the NCESD 
Foundation was making great strides with their 
Teacher Grants program, so rather than duplicate 
eff orts, we are joining ranks with them as a 
funding partner to facilitate more teacher grants.”

Through the foundation and the Woods Family 
partnership, $12,500 will be invested in STEAM 
grant programming through NCESD. Applications 
are accepted year-round and due on September 
30; awards are announced in October.         

       
       ~Eldene Wall, NCESD Public Relations
          NCESD Educational Foundation Liaison

AESD Network Accreditation Services
This year the NWESD assumed the lead 

AESD Accreditation role, at the request of 
the AESD Executive Board.  This has turned 
out to be a very demanding and rewarding 
opportunity! Retired school administrator 
and experienced AESD Accreditation Coach 
Bob Estes has agreed to serve as the state 
lead facilitator/coach for the 2014/15 year, 
with the NWESD serving as fi scal agent for the 
program.  Estes is currently working with 30 
districts and 58 schools across the state.  

Last November, the AESD Executive 
Board approved the addition of a new one-
year provisional option for schools currently 
accredited by “another accrediting entity,” that 
wish to transition to AESD Accreditation.  In 
this process, an AESD coach/facilitator pro-
vides an on-site review and assesses readiness 
and commitment for the school.  This provi-
sional option provides a process for schools to 
become engaged in the AESD Accreditation 
process off -cycle and to better understand the 
forthcoming expectations/obligations.

For schools involved in the formal AESD 
Accreditation process, once the coach/ 
facilitator completes a fi nal written review and 
recommendation for AESD Accreditation, the 
principal presents the school process overview 
to an AESD Accreditation Panel, consisting of 
at least three ESD board members from across 
Washington State.  This panel makes the fi nal 
confi rmation of a six-year AESD Accreditation, 
conditioned on a 3rd year review.  The 2015 
panel presentations are tentatively scheduled 
for May 19th, 20th, and 21st at PSESD (thank 
you PSESD), with a possible second date in 
May for some of the east-side schools.

NWESD’s Dr. Kathy Shoop has also convened 
a committee of ESD Assistant Superintendents 
for Teaching and Learning that is revising and 
updating the AESD Accreditation materials/
process by March 2015, pursuant to AESD 
Executive Board action.  These materials will be 
used for 2015/16 promotion and facilitation.

It is clear that school and district leaders 
greatly value the AESD Accreditation process 
and consistently report their appreciation of 
how it validates their school improvement 
eff orts.  Our success is due in large part to 
the hard work and consistent dedication of 
ESD staff  and AESD board members.  We are 
poised to ‘take the next step’ and grow our 
partnerships with districts and schools as 
more learn of the values and value-add of 
the AESD Accreditation process.  On behalf 
of NWESD, thank you for this opportunity to 
support the quality work of the AESD. 

  
 ~Rachael Woods, NWESD 189
    Communications Specialist

Puget Sound ESD

           North Central ESD

           NWESD 189

TM
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Washington State was well represented at the AESA Conference. Pictured above are some of the ESD Board members and administrators who attended.

2015 AESA Conference in San Diego, December 4-6, 2014

Dr. Rich McBride, North Central ESD, served as MC for the AESA Conference in his role as 
2014-15 AESA President.  He is pictured above introducing keynote speaker Jeannette 

Walls, author of the best selling book The Glass Palace.  

Superintendent Rich McBride, NCESD, is pictured with 
Andrew Bennette, whose keynote topic was “Making 

Magic: Insights on Creativity and Collaboration from the 
World of Magic.”

Keynote speaker Dr. Russell Quaglia, described as 
“America’s foremost authority on the development 

and achievement of student aspirations,” is author of 
Student Voice: The Instrument of Change.

Pictured above (l-r) are AESA Executive Director Lee Warne; ESC 
Region 12 Executive Director Jerry Maze, Waco, TX; keynote speaker 

Jeannette Walls and Dr. Rich McBride.

Pictured above at the conference are 
Harry Carthum,  newly-elected ESD 113 

Board Chair, and ESD 113 Superintendent  
Dana Anderson.
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Washington State Presenters at the AESA Conference

Lori Simpson and Heidi Barnes from ESD 112 co-presented with 
representatives from Montgomery County Intermediate Unit in 
Pennsylvania on “Communications Audit & Branding: A Coast to 

Coast Partnership that set a New Course for one ESA.”

Several breakout sessions at the AESA Conference 
were presented by representatives of our Washington State 
AESD Network delegation.  Photos from several of the 
presentations are shown below.  

Not pictured are a presentation by Superintendent Steve 
Myers from ESD 105, who with assistance from Randal Town 
and Kevin Chase presented “Innovations in Regional School 
Safety and Security.”

Another presentation not pictured was by 
Superintendent John Welch from Puget Sound ESD, who 
worked with Hilary Loebl, PSESD Director; Kelly Goodsell, 
PSESD Executive Director, and Gary Oerti from South Seattle 
College to present “The Puget Sound Coalition for College 
and Career Readiness: Addressing Important Transitions to 
Foster Postsecondary Readiness and Success.”

Steve Schreiner, NEWESD101 Technology and Learning Center, shared 
information on “Developing and Distributing a Digital Curriculum: A New 

Model for District Support” at the conference.

Karl Lambert, NCESD Board, co-presented with Eldene Wall, 
NCESD Educational Foundation Liaison, and Superintendent Rich 
McBride about “Creating Revenues and Opportunities for Schools: 

Tips & Tools for forming your own ESA Foundation.”

NCESD Executive Director Pete Phillips and Superintendent Rich McBride 
presented at a workshop entitled “I Am New School: Leading in an Online 

World” at the AESA Conference.

Terese Emry, Michelle Lewis and Melissa Laramie from Puget 
Sound ESD presented “Accelerating #CCSS Implementation 

through Social Media.”
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AESD Executive Board Meeting

AESD Executive Board
AESD Board and  Legislative Representatives

ESD 101 - Gary Coe, President glcoe@aol.com
ESD 105 - Mark Grassel magrassel@gmail.com
ESD 112 - Dr. Richard Graham samgouche@yahoo.com
ESD 113 - Howard Coble, President-Elect hcoble48@msn.com
ESD 114 - Carl Johnson cnhjohnson@wavecable.com
ESD 121 - Rob Beem  robbeem@comcast.net
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Dr. Richard Graham, ESD 112 AESD Board representative; 
Superintendent Tim Merlino, ESD 112; Superintendent Dana 

Anderson, ESD 113; and ESD 113 Board President Rick Anthony 
discuss the best way to describe an ESD briefly and concisely .

ESD Superintendents (l-r) Steve Myers, ESD 105, Greg Lynch, ESD 
114 John Welch, Puget Sound ESD, and Executive Board Members 

discuss “What is an ESD?” at the November 19 meeting.

Ken Kanikeberg, OSPI Chief of Staff; Jim Shoemake, AESD Legislative 
Liaison; and Superintendent Mike Dunn, ESD 101, pictured at the 

AESD Executive Board meeting.

2015 AESD Conference 
hosted by Olympic ESD 114


