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20,000 square foot office where 
it is currently located. 
 The current North Central 
ESD building was built as a 
church in 1949 and the ESD has 
called it home since 1977.  
North Central ESD Board Chair 
Si Bautista stated, “This has 
been a wonderful building, but 
as we’ve grown, we’ve needed 
more space.” 
 North Central ESD’s technol-
ogy and fiber optics depart-
ment has previously occupied 
the second floor of the PAE 
building, and the entire build-
ing will now become the dis-
trict’s new home.  Dr. McBride 
stated, “This is an exciting time 
for North Central ESD.  We look 
forward with great anticipation 
to occupying a building adja-
cent to the Confluence Technol-
ogy Center, Wenatchee Valley 
College and other organizations 
with whom we look forward to 
forming partnerships.” 

 
Puget Sound ESD held 
a building dedication 

and open house at our new 
headquarters in Renton on May 

15, 2006. Current and former 
PSESD board members and 
superintendents, school dis-
trict and OSPI administrators, 
community leaders, staff, col-
leagues and friends attended 
the ribbon cutting ceremony 
and celebration.  
 Speakers included superin-
tendent Dr. Monte Bridges, the 
City of Renton Mayor, the Ren-
ton School District superinten-
dent, and representatives from 
the Renton Chamber of Com-
merce and the Duwamish Tribe. 
 Distinguished guests in-
cluded former PSESD superin-
tendents Dr. Doyle Winter and 
Dr. Terry Lindquist, former 
ESD board members Ann Mol-
drem and Ted Johns, and North 
Central ESD Superintendent 
Rich McBride.  
 Guests enjoyed refresh-
ments and guided tours of the 
building. We heard many com-
pliments on our new state-of-
the-art conference center, 
which is quickly becoming an 
educational hub in our region. 
We hope you will come visit us 
soon! 

Puget Sound ESD’s new headquarters in Renton 
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The North Kitsap High School Jazz Band, directed by David 
Dunbar, provided entertainment at the AESD Conference 
President’s Reception. 

On the ferry to Bremerton for the AESD Conference were:  
Mary Holzer, ESD 105 Administrative Assistant, Jane Gut-
ting, ESD 105 Superintendent, and ESD 105 Administrative 
Secretary Kristie Presler.   

Upcoming Events: 
 

June 27, 2006 AESD Executive Board, Spokane 
September 2006 AESD Executive Board Retreat 
November 15-18 WSSDA Annual Conference, Spokane 
November 16 AESD Executive Board Meeting 
Nov. 29— Dec. 2 AESA Conference, Palm Desert, CA  
February 26, 2007 AESD Executive Board Meeting 

North Central ESD’s new facility in Wenatchee 

 

A Message from our New President 

 Most of those who work in 
education and watch the politi-
cal scene predict that this next 
year could prove very difficult 
for public schools and cer-
tainly put greater pressure on 
educational service districts.  
Just a glance at what lies ahead 
certainly gives ample cause 
for concern:  
• Results from the WASL for the 

class of 2008  

• K-12 performance audits be-
ginning this summer with 
ESDs and selected school dis-
tricts 

• Recommendations from Wash-
ington Learns for expensive 
new initiatives 

• School districts cutting budg-
ets despite passing levies and 
increases from the state 

• Increased expectations for 
services from ESDs despite 
major cuts in core funding 

 The AESD Executive Board 
has made the commitment to 
aggressively deal with all is-
sues affecting our organization 
and how we serve our member 
districts.  Our efforts have be-
gun with task forces address-
ing the following issues: 
• Strategies for increasing core 

funding 

• Dealing with performance 
audits 

• Improving the effectiveness of  
legislative and other services 
received through our contract 
with WASA 

 These and other topics 
will be the center of delibera-
tion at a special meeting of 
the Executive Board on June 
27, 2006, in Spokane. With 
priorities established at this 
meeting the board will 
schedule a working retreat in 
September to develop a stra-
tegic action plan. However, 
the board can accomplish 
little by itself.  We are asking 
every member to be more 
active than ever before.  Talk 
to your legislators and tell 
them what a bargain they 
are getting from their invest-
ment. Encourage your mem-
ber districts to also remind 
legislators how much they 
depend on their ESD. Finally, 
tell your business community, 
chamber of commerce and ser-
vice clubs the wonderful story of 
how ESDs are serving their local 
districts.  We can no longer 
afford to have the value of 
educational service districts the 
best kept secret in Washington. 
 This promises to be a very 
busy and sometimes difficult 
year. I have every confidence 
that we will rise to the chal-
lenge and forge an even 
more critical and successful 
role in support and services 
provided our member dis-
tricts.  I know I can count on 
each of you to help make this 
a banner year for our association. 
   
  ~Howard Coble  
 
Howard Coble is a retired 
teacher, elementary principal, 
and school superintendent 
(Snohomish and Olympia).  He 
also served as Executive Direc-
tor of WASA and has done su-
perintendent searches and con-
sulting for school districts.  He 
has a BA from Central, a masters 
from UW and a doctorate from 
Columbia University. He is mar-
ried, with three kids and seven 
grandchildren. 
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New ESD Board Members 

President Howard Coble 

New ESD Board members 
include Gary Livingston and 
Kim Carlson, both former 
school superintendents, 
named to the ESD 101 Board 
(upper left and right). Rick 
Anthony (left), also a former 
school superintendent, has 
been appointed to the ESD 
113 Board. See pages two 
and three for more details 
about these new board mem-
bers. 

 

 

*Dispatch:  “The sending of a message with  
      promptness and efficiency.” www.aesdwww.aesd--wa.orgwa.org  

AESD Conference in Bremerton 

Teacher Erin Gruwell (center), speaker at the AESD Confer-
ence in Bremerton, and students.  See story on page three. 
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News from Washington State ESDs 
 Two former 
superinten-

dents – Gary Livingston and 
Kim Carlson – have been 
named to the ESD 101 Board of 
Directors. 
 Livingston, now chancellor 
of the Community Colleges of 
Spokane, previously served as 
superintendent of ESD 113 
and superintendent of Spo-
kane Public Schools. He is a 
resident of Spokane. Carlson 
retired in 2005 as superinten-
dent of the Selkirk School Dis-
trict in northeastern Washing-
ton. He is a resident of Meta-
line Falls. 
 “We were fortunate to land 
two board members with such 
strong backgrounds in K-12 
education,” said ESD 101 Su-
perintendent Terry A. Mun-
ther. “Both of them bring in-
credibly rich perspectives 
from careers that have 
touched all levels of the sys-
tem. Kim is a terrific advocate 
for small schools and Gary 
offers important links to 
higher education. They are 
superb additions to our 
board.” 
 Livingston succeeds Dr. 
Mark Kondo, who retired after 
32 years on the board, and 
Carlson replaces Tom Sack-
mann, who relocated outside 
the state. 
 Livingston’s director dis-
trict primarily covers the City 
of Spokane, while Carlson’s 
covers Pend Oreille County 
and portions of Spokane 
County.  
 Welcome, Gary and Kim. 

 
  The Wash-
ington State 

Migrant Education Program 
selected teacher Corey 
Heitschmidt of Prosser as its 
first recipient of a scholarship 
to attend the Space Academy 
for Educators this summer at 
the U.S. Space and Rocket 
Center in Huntsville, Alabama.  
The 6th and 8th grade math 
teacher at Prosser's Housel 
Middle School will attend the 
weeklong program while 

chaperoning three migrant 
students from throughout the 
state who were awarded 
MEP's annual Space Academy 
for students.   
 The three students se-
lected for the July 15-22 Space 
A c a d e m y  a r e  L i z e t t e 
Melendez (a 7th grader at Wa-
pato Middle School, served by 
the ESD 105 MERO region), 
Carlos Lopez (a 9th grader at 
Soap Lake Middle School, 
served by the ESD 171 MERO 
region), and Tania Vazquez (a 
7th grader at Burlington Edi-
son's Allen Elementary School, 
served by the ESD 189 MERO 
region). 
 The Migrant Education 
Regional Office at ESD 105 
coordinates the scholarship 
selections through a statewide 
committee.  The scholarships 
pay for the participants' travel, 
lodging, meals, and registra-
tion at the camp.   
 Space Academy students 
participate in astronaut-style 
trainings and simulations in 
tracks focusing on space ex-
ploration, space and aviation, 
or space and robotics.  The 
Space Academy for Educators 
includes similar trainings, plus 
intensive classroom experi-
ences designed to help bring 
the scope of space exploration 
into classroom subjects such 
as reading, astronomy, geog-
raphy, and science.  
 "This is an exciting oppor-
tunity to see ways you can get 
kids excited about math and 

science," said the Prosser 
teacher.  "It's a way to bring 
real life stuff into the class-
room, showing students some 
of the high goals they can 
shoot for in math and science." 
 Applicants for the MEP's 
Space Academy scholarship 
must have migrant eligibility 
through July 31, 2006.  Each 
student must be able to read, 
write, and communicate in 
English; be enthusiastic and 
demonstrate a strong interest 
in math and science; and pos-
sess an overall strong aca-
demic background. 
 Before the teacher scholar-
ship was initiated for this year, 
chaperoning for Space Acad-
emy was shared among the 
state's MEP offices on a rotat-
ing basis.   
 The ESD 105 Migrant Re-
gional Education Office staff 
has just published its 2006 edi-
tion of the statewide Exem-
plary Migrant Students Year-
book.  This year’s edition fea-
tures photos and statements of 
156 high school juniors and 
seniors whose high academic 
achievements serve as role 
models to younger students.   
 Through a statewide art 
contest, a photo design by 
Caroline Kelly (a sophomore at 
Columbia High School in 
White Salmon) was selected 
for this year's cover.   

 The ESD 105 Board of Di-
rectors thanked recently-
retired member Bev Hanna by 
purchasing a book display 
case in her name that was un-
veiled at Selah's John Camp-
bell Elementary in April. 

 Hanna recorded several 
books on tape as a volunteer 
with the school district during 
the 1970s.  She was later on the 
Selah School Board from 1977 
to 1985, then on the ESD 105 
Board from 1990 until last year. 
 A plaque on the display 
case is inscribed with her 
name, her years of service to 
the Selah School and ESD 105 
boards, and the notation: “She 
shared her passion for reading 
with the students in the Selah 
School District.”    

On June 14, ESD 
112 will unveil 

A historical exhibit about the 
rich history of education in 
Southwest Washington. The 
project has been two years in 
the making and will be dis-
played in the main hallway of 
ESD 112 in Vancouver. Entitled 
“Our Legacy: The Gift of Educa-
tion,” the project will be a per-
manent display that travels 
through time down the main 
hallway of ESD 112.  
 The 18 panels tell the story 
of the history of public educa-
tion, from 1832 to the 1970s, as 
told through the people of 
Clark, Cowlitz, Klickitat, Pacific, 
Skamania, and Wahkiakum coun-
ties. The exhibit is a journey 
through the generations, from 
the pioneer days of the one-
room schoolhouses up through 
the revolutionary 60s and 70s, 
that helped shape public educa-
tion as we know it today. 
 The Legacy Wall is intended 
to serve as a reminder of the 
fundamental responsibility we 
have inherited to preserve and 
advance public education, and 
to pass the torch of knowledge 
to future generations. It chal-
lenges the viewer to ask him/
herself what contribution they 
will make to our legacy of edu-
cation.  
  The Legacy Wall was cre-
ated by ESD 112's Rose Yandell 
and Heidi Barnes, with special 
assistance and direction from 
internationally renowned histo-
rian Dr. Stephen Beckham. 

  
Rick Anthony, Pack-
wood, has been ap-
pointed to the ESD 

113 Board. He fills the seat va-
cated by Jean Sheridan. “We 
are pleased to have someone 
with such a strong background 
in education and in working 
with small, rural school districts 
join our board,” Marvin Lam, 
ESD 113 Board chairman, said.  
 Anthony was formerly super-
intendent in the Pomeroy and 
White Pass school districts. He 
has been a teacher and princi-
pal and is an adjunct professor 
for City University. He is a field 

Corey Heitschmidt, Space 
Academy for Educators  

scholarship winner 
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marketing representative for 
the School Employees Credit 
Union of Washington and 
works with Educational Con-
sultants to help school boards 
search for new superinten-
dents. 
 “ESD’s have always played 
a vital role in helping school 
districts, but their leadership 
today is more critical than it 
has ever been,” Anthony said. 
“They provide districts the 
help they need to be success-
ful in meeting state standards. I 
am honored to be able to help 
ESD 113 make a difference for our 
students.” 

 
Olympic Educational 
Service District 114 
was delighted to host 

this year’s AESD state confer-
ence in Bremerton.  A high-
light of the conference was the 
opening keynote message by 
Erin Gruwell.  Included as part 
of the audience at the Admiral 
Theatre were students from 
our Pathways to Success 
(dropout retrieval and reten-
tion) and Kitsap Alternative 
Transition School (K.A.T.S. – 
juvenile detention center) pro-
grams.  Ms. Gruwell arrived 
early, and spent about an hour 
in the theatre balcony talking 
to students, teachers, counsel-
ors, and other guests.  The 
Kitsap County Youth Commis-
sion donated enough books for 
each student who attended to 
receive one free of charge, 
and Erin Gruwell autographed 
each and every one.   
 On April 21-22, OESD’s 
own Darrence Shine, a Path-
ways to Success counselor, 
participated in a two-day train-
ing at The Gruwell Project in 
Long Beach, California.  16 
teachers from across the 
United States were paired with 
16 Freedom Writers to work on 
a high school writing curricu-
lum the Gruwell Project is de-
veloping.  The group will be 
meeting again this summer.   

 
The Professional 
Learning Communi-

ties at Work Conference, 
held at ESD 123 on May 16-17 
and attended by over 430 
teachers, administrators and 
board members from across 
the state, was designed to help 
educators implement the most 
promising strategies for im-
proving their schools in sub-
stantive ways. Rick and Re-
becca DuFour offered specific, 
practical strategies to help 
educators apply the powerful 
concepts of the Professional 
Learning Communities model 
in their own school setting. The 
conference offered collective 
inquiry into best practices, 
reflection, renewal, network-
ing, and planning for imple-
mentation. Content included 
laying the foundation of a 
learning community, commu-
nicating priorities, building a 
collaborative culture, and fo-
cusing on results. The sessions 
were relevant, engaging and 
interactive. 

 
Like all of 
us, NWESD 
189 is busy 

focusing on closing out the 
05/06 year while leveraging 
for the 06/07 year.  The 
2006/07 fiscal budget has 
been completed so our fiscal 
staff can focus its time in sup-
port of member school dis-
tricts.  This was especially 
challenging as a WSIPC beta 
site for the new Finance soft-
ware.  
    Training in the classroom 
applications of data-driven 
Continuous Improvement 
strategies has just concluded 
for Cohort IV.  Teachers re-
ceived five days of training 
over a three month period, 
with time in between to apply 
learnings in their classrooms.  
Teacher participants indicated 
student engagement and 
achievement has remarkably 
improved.  Cohort V is sched-
uled for next fall, filling in two 
hours.  As a result Cohort VI 
was also added and has 
filled.  It will be a busy fall. 
    Six schools are well under-
way in their school improve-

ment analysis and plan-
ning process, as members 
of our 8th SIPTAP cohort.  
This cohort brings the total 
number of schools receiving 
SIPTAP assistance to 72.  
Next fall Cohort 9 will begin.   
    Professional develop-
ment for the school board 
and superintendent leader-
ship teams continues.  It is 
clear that boards and super-
intendents who meet at least 
annually for the purpose of 
clarifying roles, operational 
expectations, and setting 
goals—are more effective in 
the leadership and focus 
they provide.  We are 
pleased to support these 
efforts. 
    And finally, we are 
pleased that Special Pro-
grams has improved effi-
ciencies within many of the 

c o o p e r a t i v e  p r o g r a m s 
throughout the NWESD 189 
region.  This has resulted in 
lower 2006/07 daily rates, 
even with significant in-
creased employee costs.  :) 
   Service continues to be our 
middle name and we will 
provide the best support pos-
sible.  Together We Can ac-
complish so very much 
more—and will!   

  
North Cen-
tral ESD is 
moving from 

the building in which it has 
been housed for nearly 30 
years to a more modern 
multi-level facility purchased 
from Pacific Aerospace and 
Electronics in Wenatchee.  
The new North Central ESD 
office is approximately 8,000 
square feet larger than the 

 

Pictured at the AESD Executive Committee meeting are 
(above) Jane Gutting and Maggie Perez, ESD 105; Bruce 
Hawkins and Brad Gingerich, ESD 123 (below). 
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