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Aft er spending the last two years planning and looking 
ahead I now have a chance to refl ect.  Being a leader of such 
an amazing organizati on has been, without questi on, the 
highlight of my 30  plus years in educati on.  The opportunity 
to work closely with many of the top educators in our state 
has been a honor.  I got to witness fi rst hand the dedicated 
eff ort our ESD Superintendents and their staff s put forth daily 
to provide quality educati onal opportuniti es to ALL students in 
our state.  Without questi on, the AESD network has been, and 
conti nues to be, instrumental in this eff ort.  Thank you for the 
experience.  I am humbled.

            ~Gary Coe, NEWESD 101
                 2014-16 AESD President          
         

 

ESD	Superintendent	President	Rich	McBride	(left	)	with	2016-17	AESD	
President	Rick	Anthony	and	2014-16	President	Gary	Coe	are	shown	
displaying	gavels	presented	during	the	AESD	Conference.

NEWESD 101 * ESD 105 * ESD 112 * ESD 113 * OESD 114 * ESD 121 * ESD 123 * North Central ESD * NWESD 189

First, I want to tell you how much 
of an honor and privilege it is to be 
your new AESD president.  I believe 
we are in the most challenging and 
exciti ng ti mes in educati on.  The 
challenging parts provide us with 
new opportuniti es to help districts.  
The exciti ng part is that ESDs are 
in a unique positi on to provide 
leadership and be a positi ve impact 
on educati onal staff  and students.

Our theme at this year’s 
conference was “Growing 

Opportuniti es: A Mindset for Change”.  Next year’s theme is 
“Oceans of Change: Waves of Opportunity”.  Opportuniti es 
abound everywhere we look including the legislature, school 
safety, charter schools, safe technology, closing the educati onal 
opportunity gap, social/emoti onal development of children and 
many more.  It is truly exciti ng to be a part of educati on during 
these ti mes.  As opportuniti es are all around us, I would like to 
place a challenge to all ESDs and board members to come up 
with one new opportunity in their ESD region where needs, value 
and the right conditi ons have all been researched.  A report 
would be given to everyone at next year’s conference.  I hope all 
accept this challenge.  

I would like to thank Gary Coe for his leadership, dedicati on 
and service to AESD these past two years as our president.  He 
has been a tremendous leader and our ESD network is stronger 
because of it.  In additi on, I want to thank our three reti ring 

Rick Anthony
2016-17 AESD President

A MESSAGE FROM OUR NEW AESD PRESIDENT
ESD superintendents, Steve Myers, ESD 105, Bruce Hawkins, 
ESD 123, and Dr. Jerry Jenkins, Northwest ESD 189, for their 
leadership, dedicati on and service to AESD and the students 
of our state.  You were the trailblazers in making what our 
AESD is today.  You will be truly missed, but never forgott en.  

As we look at our challenges and opportuniti es, we will 
be measured by how we respond.  By working together as a 
united AESD team, as a united AESD network, I believe we will 
be successful in our eff orts to serve the students of our state.  

       ~Rick Anthony, Capital Region ESD 113
                 2016-17 AESD President
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Larry Francois Darcy Weisner, Assistant Superintendent 
of Instructional Support at ESD 123, has been 
selected to fill the ESD 123 Superintendent 
position.  “I am extremely humbled and 
proud to have the opportunity to serve as the 
Superintendent of ESD 123,” states Mr. Weisner.  
“... I would like to thank our board of directors for 
their trust in my selection and I hope to continue 
the collaborative success of the ESD.” 

Mr. Weisner brings 34 years of educational 
experience to ESD 123.  He previously served as 
superintendent of the Clarkston School District for 
four years. His career in education also includes 
four years as principal of Walla Walla High School 
and four years as assistant principal at John R. 
Rogers High School in Spokane.  Twenty years 
of Mr. Weisner’s career have been spent as a 
classroom teacher and a head basketball coach.

ESD 123 Board Chair Lee Ann Dudney 
said, “. . . Mr. Weisner emerged as the strongest 
candidate to become the next leader of ESD 
123. His excellent qualifications and unwavering 
passion for our mission position him to 
successfully lead the ESD well into the future.”
   
	 			~Molly	Curtiss,	ESD	123
	 					Communications	&	Graphics	Coordinator

AESD Network News from across the State

The Northwest Educational Service District 
189 Board of Directors selected Larry Francois 
to serve as the next NWESD Superintendent. 
Francois, currently the Superintendent for the 
Northshore School District.

Prior to Larry’s current position in 
Northshore, he served in the Lakewood, 
Edmonds, Mukilteo, and Snohomish school 
districts as a Superintendent, Human Resources 
Director, Skills Center Assistant Director, and 
Assistant Principal, respectively. Larry completed 
his undergraduate work at the University 
of Washington, Masters in Educational 
Administration at Western Washington 
University, and superintendent’s credential 
program at Washington State University.

“We were presented with a very 
challenging decision, as the applicant pool 
included outstanding candidates,” Board 
Chairman Dr. Alan Erickson said. “Feedback 
from staff and member district superintendents 
confirmed for the Board that Larry is the right 
leader for the NWESD at this point in time.”

Grandview School District superintendent 
Kevin Chase will become the new superintendent 
of ESD 105 in July. Kevin is in his 17th year as a 
school district superintendent, which is currently 
the longest among the 25 school districts in the 
ESD 105 region.  He has led Grandview’s schools 
since 2004 and was previously the superintendent 
at Mabton from 1998-2004.  Kevin was chairman 
for the WASA Small Schools Committee and also 
initiated the region’s involvement in the annual 
We Day student volunteerism event in Seattle.  He 
has also been highly active in helping launch the 
ESD 105 regional superintendent network and is 
one of the key district-level leaders.

Kevin started his career as a vocational 
agriculture teacher in the Mabton and Granger 
school districts before serving as a vice 
principal at Sunnyside High School and assistant 
superintendent at Mabton.  Kevin holds a B.S. 
in agriculture education from Washington 
State University, a master’s degree in education 
administration from Heritage College, and a 
superintendent’s certification from WSU.
 
    ~David	Goehner,	ESD	105
	 					Public	Information	Officer

Dr. Jerry Jenkins is set to retire in July 
after 16 years as superintendent of NWESD 
189.  Jenkins said, “I have been blessed to 
know, and work with, thousands of dedicated 
people focused on doing the best possible for 
students and their programs.  For this, I am 
truly thankful.”  See page 5 to read Dr. Jenkins’ 
farewell message.

Nine ESDs.  One Network.  Supporting Washington’s Schools and Communities

Transitions: New and Retiring ESD Superintendents across the State

Kevin Chase
Darcy Weisner

Steve Myers is retiring after six years as the 
“lead learner” of ESD 105.  During that time he 
has been chief advocate for many programs, in-
cluding the agency’s award of a $38 million federal 
grant to provide Head Start services in Yakima 
as well as sites in the North Central Washington 
region; creation of the ESD 105 Regional School 
Safety Cooperative, and working with ESD staff to 
form its Language Acquisition Cooperative. 

Bruce Hawkins is retiring from ESD 123 in 
Pasco after serving as superintendent of ESD for 
nearly thirteen years.  Darcy Weisner, ESD 123 
Assistant Superintendent said, “Bruce is highly 
regarded among his peers, and has led the 
educational agency into an era of great growth 
... I hope to continue promoting and modeling 
our mission of helping all students realize their 
dreams and aspirations.”

Jerry Jenkins Steve Myers Bruce Hawkins
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NEWESD 101: The big three become four
  Math science and the humaniti es – the 
traditi onal priority areas in NEWESD 101’s Center 
for Instructi onal Services – have recently added 
a sibling.   With the 2014 additi on of regional 
science specialist Tammie Schrader, the Center 
began expanding a fourth focus area, computer 
science.  And with that additi on has come an 
invaluable partnership with a Seatt le-based 
organizati on, code.org®. 

Code.org is a non-profi t dedicated 
to expanding access to computer science, 
and increasing parti cipati on by women and 
underrepresented students of color. Its vision is 
that every student in every school should have 
the opportunity to learn computer science.

Together with NEWESD 101 and Gonzaga 
University, the partners have expanded service 
to all 59 regional districts through collaborati on 
on grants and an array of new teacher training 
programs.   In fact, NEWESD 101 is now a 
Professional Learning Partner, a code.org 
designati on for partners committ ed to building 
regional computer science capacity.

With NEWESD 101’s recent move into 
“gamifi cati on” (the process of using game-like 
elements and mechanics to solve problems and 
teach traditi onal subject matt er), code.org has 
and will conti nue to provide invaluable assistance 
to schools through northeastern Washington. 

Research shows gamifi cati on increasing 
student engagement and moti vati on, improving 
behavior and grades and generati ng early 
development of computer-focused career tracks. 
Thank you, code.org.
    ~Steve Witt er, NEWESD 101, Executi ve Director

   Communicati ons & Development

ESD 105 now providing superintendent 
consultant services 

For the fi rst ti me, ESD 105 is offi  cially 
providing services as a school district 
superintendent consultant. The agency was 
selected by the Grandview School Board in March 
to lead the work in the search process to select 
the successor of longti me superintendent Kevin 
Chase, who will be moving into the positi on of the 
superintendent of ESD 105 this summer.  

Members of the superintendent consultant 
team for Grandview are ESD 105 superintendent 
Steve Myers, assistant superintendent Ric Pilgrim, 
human resources director Kay Guti errez, and 
public informati on offi  cer David Goehner, all of 
whom conducted informati on gathering work 
with the school district’s consti tuent groups 
and facilitated interview sessions with the fi nal 
candidates.    
                            ~David	Goehner,	ESD	105

																		Public	Informati	on	Offi		cer

(Conti	nued	on	next	page)

ESD 112’s Prevent Coaliti on Launches “Weed Can 
Wait” Campaign with Support of Local Youth

More than one thousand young people in 
Clark and Skamania counti es supplied the voice 
and directi on for Youth Now, a youth-focused 
marijuana preventi on campaign that launched 
on 4/20, a day normally synonymous with the 
code for smoking cannabis. The campaign’s main 
message, Weed Can Wait, aims to support youth 
marijuana preventi on in Washington.

On 4/20, the Youth Now campaign kicked off  
with the fi rst of fi ve pop-up parti es at Clark and 
Skamania County schools to introduce students 
to the brand and begin to engage them with 
the social media elements of the campaign also 
launching that day on Facebook, Twitt er and 
Instagram.

While the messaging and how it’s delivered 
is directed by local youth, the executi on of 
the campaign is supported by the PREVENT! 
Coaliti on. The coaliti on brings together a wide 
circle of community members for the common 
goal of creati ng greater health and well-being 
for everyone. Even those with seemingly 
opposite opinions about marijuana, like local 
law enforcement and recreati onal retailers, are 
coming together to support youth preventi on.

To help shape the campaign, 1,200 local 
middle and high school students took an 
anonymous survey answering questi ons about 
how youth engage with marijuana preventi on 
messages and how they perceive their exposure 
or risk. The PREVENT! Coaliti on used those 
comments to shape the message language and 
delivery for Youth Now.

The campaign includes: an aggressive social 
media campaign on Facebook, Instagram, Twitt er 
and SnapChat; awareness events called “pop up 
parti es” at fi ve schools in Clark and Skamania 
Counti es; “Lock it up” cards reminding adults 
to keep their cannabis secure and out of reach 
at home; ads inside and outside of city buses; 
ads on Pandora, a popular free music app; and 
a Cannabis Conversati ons Toolkit with common 
marijuana slang, consumpti on methods, eff ects, 
reasons for use and age-specifi c talking points to 
help adults talk with youth.

 “We’re opening the conversati on about 

 

cannabis in a non-judgmental way by talking 
with youth about choices and coping using their 
own language,” said Shane Gardner, Manager of 
School Safety and Security at Evergreen Public 
Schools and Chair of PREVENT!.

The Youth Now campaign is the result 
of a Department of Health grant funded by 
Washington State tax dollars from marijuana 
sales.

Founded in 2006, PREVENT! is a group 
of diverse community members working 
together to prevent youth substance abuse 
in Clark County, WA, using an evidence-based 
framework. Working in collaborati on with 
parents, youth, schools, media, business, 
government, faith communiti es, law 
enforcement, youth-serving organizati ons, 
civic groups, health care professionals, and 
preventi on organizati ons; PREVENT! is focused 
on improving the environment surrounding 
youth to create a community culture that 
promotes preventi on and honors healthy 
living. PREVENT! is supported by the Drug 
Free Communiti es Support Program, the ESD 
112 and over 440 community members and 
organizati ons across Clark County.

  
           ~Jodi Thomas, ESD 112  Public Informati on

Middle Schooler Designing Prostheti c Hand for 
Teacher

What started out as 3-D problem-solving 
club during Centralia Middle School’s aft er-school 
program has now become an authenti c, tangible test 
of engineering and science skills. The intended 
result is a new hand for one of their teachers.

Eighth-grader Dylan Altona has been using the 
3-D printer to design and build prostheti c hands 
with the help of Nicoe King, the Capital Region 
ESD 113’s 21st century aft er-school program 
coordinator. The aft er-school program was able to 
purchase a 3-D printer in August 2015, and Nicoe 

                 ESD 105                 ESD 105

              NEWESD 101              NEWESD 101                     ESD 112

Nine ESDs.  One Network.  Supporting Washington’s Schools and Communities

            ESD 113            ESD 113

Eighth-grader	Dylan	Altona	models	a	prostheti	c	
hand	(Cyborg	Beast)	that	he	designed	for	a	teacher	
at	his	school.	Also	shown	is	Nicoe	King,	with	ESD	
113’s	21st	Century	Aft	er	School	Program.



Page 4  AESD Dispatch                                      Spring 2016

quickly developed a 3-D problem-solving club to 
teach students how to use the printers.

The students decided to implement the 
problem-solving skills they were learning to tackle 
a real-world issue: building aff ordable prostheti c 
hands. 

“They’re gaining real-life experience, creati ng 
something that will make a diff erence in the world, 
even though they are sti ll in middle school,” Nicoe 
said. “This is huge!”

Dylan is building three prostheti c hands 
with a design by e-Nable, a global community 
committ ed to the dream of making aff ordable, 
prostheti c hands for those in need. The fi rst hand, 
the Raptor, was a prototype to test and fi ne-tune 
the engineering process of building the hand. 
The second, the Raptor Reloaded, was designed 
with dimensions for a 6-year-old. It will be sent to 
e-Nable where the company will test the hand to 
ensure it meets their standards. Once it does, the 
company will put Centralia’s aft er-school program 
in contact with an individual in need of a prostheti c 
hand. The club will then begin the task of designing 
and building one.

The third hand is in the fi ne-tuning process 
and is being built for Mark Westley, a math teacher 
at Centralia Middle School. Mark is an amputee 
who was involved in a tragic house fi re in 1973 
in Centralia. He was nine-years-old and suff ered 
severe burns to his arms, face and legs. Sadly, the 
accident took his right hand and part of his left . 
Eighth-grader Dylan is now designing a right hand 
for Mark. This hand is the Cyborg Beast model and 
is equipped with metal screws and reinforcements 
for more durability. 

Mark has never used a prostheti c before and 
excitedly awaits the completi on of Dylan’s design. 

“It’s prett y exciti ng to have that capability in 
our school system,” Mark said. “It gives students 
who have that interest one more opportunity 
to open the door for their advancement and 
educati on.” 

The aft er-school program, along with special 
encouragement from Nicoe, has helped Dylan 
discover his love for engineering and science and 
combine it with his desire to make the world a 
bett er place by helping those in need. 

~Pamela (Merrill) White
   Outlook Writi ng & Design

Olympic ESD’s Assistant Superintendent of 
Teaching and Learning Stephanie Parker Reti res 

OESD has had the tremendous fortune of 
sharing the past four years with Stephanie Parker 
as its Assistant Superintendent of Teaching 
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and Learning.  With her wealth and breadth of 
experiences in the educati onal profession, Stephanie 
has brought energy and growth to our region and 
to the enti re state, most notably, as the lead on 
the Washington State Teacher Principal Evaluati on 
Project (TPEP), and as a pivotal leader of professional 
development programs in the region.  

Stephanie was highly credenti aled through 
California State and Pepperdine Universiti es and 
shared her professional services and experiences at 
UCLA, the Los Angeles Unifi ed School District (where 
she was honored as a Top 10 Principal), North Mason 
School District (Assistant Superintendent Teaching 
and Learning), and fi nally – lucky for us, found her 
home at the OESD.  Most recently, Stephanie was 
recognized with the WASA Student Achievement 
Leadership Award at the OESD Awards Banquet held 
on April 18, 2016. 

When asked about her work in Washington 
State, Stephanie replied, “It has been the opportunity 
of a lifeti me to have served the students, families 
and educators in my adopted state.  I will always be 
grateful for the experiences I have enjoyed and for 
the trust that has been placed in me.”

As she begins her new adventures with 
reti rement, we send her off  with an overfl owing 
collecti on of grati tude for her service to educati on!  

	~Tina	Schulz,	ESD	114	
			Executive	Assistant	to	the	Superintendent

Statewide Grant puts Computer Science 
Technology into Classrooms

In an eff ort to celebrate our Nati on’s 
top young scienti sts and innovators, as well 
as highlight the powerful stories of ingenuity, 
social acti vism, teamwork, and civic engagement 
demonstrated by our youth, the White House 
hosted a nati onal science fair on April 13 that was 
established by President Obama at the start of his 
administrati on.  The annual White House Science 
Fair, which calls upon today’s generati on of youth 
to solve the toughest challenges facing our world 
today, shines a spotlight on the contributi ons 
that the Nati on’s students are making now, and 
the potenti al they have to help make our country 
and our world a bett er place.  In an offi  cial press 
release from the White House regarding the 
nati onal science fair, the President specifi cally 
highlighted the partnership between Washington 
ESDs and the STEM community.

As was highlighted by the President in this 
year’s State of the Union Address, everyone in 
the United States can harness technology to help 
solve our toughest challenges.  In response to his 
call to give every child the opportunity to learn 
Computer Science, as well as his overall “Educate 
to Innovate” campaign to ensure all students 
have the tools to be innovators and problem 
solvers, the Mid-Columbia Computer Science 
Initi ati ve (MCCSI) applied for and received a state 
funded grant from OSPI to provide our educati on 
community with the tools needed to culti vate 
ingenuity.

ESD 123, in collaborati on with ESD 171 and 
112, has enthusiasti cally partnered with Code.
org and the Mid-Columbia STEM Educati on 
Collaboratory “Computi ng the Future” project to 
serve 82 school districts throughout our state.  
This partnership aims to bring computer science 
professional learning opportuniti es to elementary 
and middle school teachers, as well as middle 
and high school counselors and administrators.  
Being rolled out in two disti nct phases, this 
fi rst phase of funding will put devices such as 
tablets, laptops, and Chromebooks directly into 
the hands of middle school students in an eff ort 
to engage in Computer Science in both science 
and math courses.  Phase 2 funding will be 
uti lized to provide Computer Science professional 
development to teachers from across the region, 
parti cularly teachers serving populati ons who are 
typically underrepresented in Computer Science 
careers.

Georgia Boatman, ESD 123’s Regional Science 
Coordinator, will travel to New Orleans later this 
month, along with representati ves from Pacifi c 
Northwest Nati onal Laboratories (PNNL), and 
selected teachers being served by the grant.  Here 
they will att end a two-day Code.org Facilitator’s 
Summit, which prepares facilitators to deliver 
their own one-day, in-person workshop to local 
educators interested in incorporati ng coding and 
Computer Science into their curriculum.

The grant received by MCCSI will enhance 
professional learning opportuniti es across the 
ESD 123 region and beyond so that more teachers 
from kindergarten through high school may 
discover new strategies to incorporate computer 
science in a fun and accessible format.  

 ~Molly	Curti	ss,	ESD	123
					 		Communicati	ons	&	Graphics	Coordinator

Meet Kay Lancaster, PSESD Associate 
Superintendent for Early Learning

Associate Superintendent for Early 
Learning Kay Lancaster stepped into her 
new role at the agency during the late 
fall. She most recently served as the 
School Readiness Director for the past 
three years, but has served the region 

in various roles with the agency since 2003.
As the Associate Superintendent for Early 

Learning, Kay provides leadership for Head Start and 
ECEAP (Early Childhood Educati on and Assistance 
Program) and is working to integrate and create 
a comprehensive and effi  cient Early Learning 
department.

Serving King and Pierce counti es, PSESD off ers 
comprehensive educati on, health, nutriti on, and 
family support services for more than 5,100 income-
eligible families and their children, prenatal to age 
fi ve. Additi onally, our programs provide educati on 
and leadership opportuniti es for parents, as well 
as professional development training for early 
childhood educators and caregivers.

(Conti	nued	from	page	3)

  OESD 114

              ESD 123              ESD 123

Puget Sound ESD

New hearing screening equipment 
being used by Head Start/ECEAP health 
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Road Map Region Race to the Top Executi ve 
Committ ee Issues Preliminary Awards of $711,000 
for School-Community Partnerships 

 The Executi ve Committ ee for the Road Map 
Region Race to the Top grant issued preliminary 
awards of $711,000 in Investment Funds for School-
Community Partnerships (Deep Dive 3) as part of 
the third and fi nal round of awards to community 
partners and districts parti cipati ng in the consorti um. 

The Investment Fund for Community-School 
Partnerships, one of the Race to the Top projects, 
invests in innovati ve and replicable partnerships 
between schools and community-based organizati ons 
(CBOs). The goal of this investment fund is for schools 
and CBOs to partner to provide intensive student-
level interventi ons that bridge in-school and out-of-
school ti me, in specifi c geographic areas. 

This is the third round of investments for 
Community-School Partnerships supported by the 
region’s four-year Race to the Top grant.  So far, Race 
to the Top has invested $3,842,457 in six Community-
School Partnerships.

The three projects awarded include: 
• Kent Educati on and Equity Partnership (Kent) - 

$250,000 - Partners: St. Vincent de Paul (Lead), 
Community Network Council, Coaliti on for 
Refugees of Burma, Somali Youth and Family 
Club, Iraqi Community Center of Washington, 
Communiti es in Schools, King County Housing 
Authority, City of Kent Schools: East Hill 
Elementary, Kent Elementary, Park Orchard 
Elementary 

• Techbridge (Highline) - $250,000 - Partners: 
Somali Youth and Family Club Schools: Bow 
Lake Elementary, Hilltop Elementary, Madrona 
Elementary 

• Vietnamese Friendship Associati on (Seatt le) - 
$211,010 - Partners: Coyote Central, Jack Straw 
Cultural Center Schools: Seatt le World School 

An independent panel was assembled to review 
the proposals and make recommendati ons to the 
Executi ve Committ ee. Following preliminary award 
decisions, PSESD will fi nalize the terms of each award 
with districts through a contracti ng process.

A 2016 Community Partnerships Report was 
also produced to take a deeper look at partnerships 
occurring under Race to the Top, building on the 
last evaluati on report, which highlighted general 
trends and challenges that aff ect community-school 
partnerships, and including a focus on district-to-
district partnerships.

       	~Peter	Daniels,	PSESD	Executi	ve	Director
										Communicati	ons	&	Public	Relati	ons

NCESD hires Assistant Superintendent of Teaching 
and Learning

North Central Educati onal Service District is 
pleased and excited to announce that Linda McKay 
has been hired as their Assistant Superintendent 
of Teaching and Learning.  Linda currently serves 
as Executi ve Director for Teaching and Learning in 
the Moses Lake School District.  Prior to her move 

to the Moses Lake 
School District in 
2009, Linda served 
as teacher, principal 
and Superintendent 
in the Wilson Creek 
School District. 

In accepti ng 
this positi on, Ms. 
McKay shared, “I am 
extremely honored 
to join the ESD 
Team and to 
serve the 29 school 

districts in our region providing leadership, service 
and support for Teaching and Learning.    Having 
grown up in Eastern Washington and being blessed 
with raising my family here as well, I am passionate 
about our students, our educators, our families, 
and our communiti es.  The African Proverb states, 
‘If you want to go fast go alone.  If you want to go 
far go together.’  They say it takes a village to raise 
a child, and I am excited to join our North Central 
Washington region fi lled with committ ed people 
working together to raise every child.” 

Dr. Rich McBride, Superintendent of North 
Central ESD noted that; “We are delighted to 
welcome Linda to our ESD team and to our region 
in this important positi on.  Linda’s disti nguished 
career highlights a deep and conti nuing 
commitment to the school districts of North Central 
Washington, both large and small. Her passion 
for teaching and learning and quality instructi on 
is undeniable and will greatly benefi t all of our 
region’s educators.  We are confi dent Linda will 
conti nue the great leadership in the areas of 
School Improvement, TPEP, STEM, Key Support of 
Building Principals, and regional Math and Science 
initi ati ves.”

         ~Rich	McBride,	NCESD	Superintendent

NWESD 189 Superintendent says “Thank you and 
Goodbye”

It is with mixed feelings that I write this fi nal 
message.  It seems like I just joined the NWESD 
team— rather than sixteen years ago.  As a science 
fi cti on buff , I am certain I must have moved into 
some type of ti me warp.  

Over the last sixteen years, there has been much 
success in the classrooms across the NWESD fi ve 
county region.  This has been evidenced ti me and 
ti me again.  For example, each year across our thirty-
fi ve school districts:
• More than 17 million miles of safe student 

transportati on has been provided.
• More than 15 million nutriti ous meals are served 

in schools.
• 175,000 students, in every grade level across 

every subject area, have demonstrated increased 
achievement. 

• More than 720 school board meeti ngs are held 
in order to set goals, establish prioriti es for $1.9 
billion dollars in General Fund programs/budgets, 
and to monitor successes and challenges.

• And, in too many other ways to list. . . 
These accomplishments have been the 

result of more than 22,000 dedicated teachers, 
administrators, bus drivers, para-professionals, 
offi  ce assistants, custodians, groundskeepers, 
maintenance workers, and volunteers across our 
thirty-fi ve school districts.  Thank you!  Thank you 
for caring enough to extend yourself for students.  
Thank you for working hard day-aft er-day in 
support of student programs.  

The NWESD team is a very dedicated group 
of compassionate people— the best with whom I 
have ever had the pleasure to work— thank you to 
them for their service and support!  

And the NWESD Board is a diverse group of 
volunteers that has proacti vely challenged all of 
the NWESD team, including me, to do our best 
for the students, schools, and districts we serve.  
I have indeed been fortunate to have enjoyed 
Board member support and encouragement, even 
when projects may not have worked as well as 
planned— thank you to each Board member!

The NWESD Board has identi fi ed Larry 
Francois as the next NWESD Superintendent.  He 
brings a wealth of experience to the positi on.  
Indeed, Francois is a name familiar to many within 
the NWESD region.  Prior to his current positi on 
as Northshore Superintendent, he served in the 
Lakewood, Edmonds, Mukilteo, and Snohomish 
school districts as a Superintendent, Human 
Resources Director, Skills Center Assistant Director, 
and Assistant Principal, respecti vely.  I know 
the NWESD team, staff  and Board, will support 
him as he builds upon current NWESD services 
and supports.  I am confi dent that the strong 
collaborati ve relati onships that exist across the fi ve 
counti es will embrace and benefi t from such new 
perspecti ve and opportuniti es.  I know in my heart 
that Together We Can will conti nue to prosper in 
the NWESD region!  

In a nutshell, I have been blessed to know, and 
work with, thousands of dedicated people focused 
on doing the best possible for students and their 
programs.  For this, I am truly thankful.  As Sue and 
I transiti on to our next phase in life, we will miss 
many of the people, but perhaps not some of the 
more challenging “opportuniti es.”  

Wishing all of you conti nued success! 
  
 ~Dr.	Jerry	Jenkins,	Superintendent,	NWESD	189

           North Central ESD

           NWESD 189

Linda McKay

Dr.	Jerry	Jenkins	received	the	2016	AESD	President’s	
Award,	sponsored	by	Clear	Risk	Soluti	ons,	at	the	2016	
AESD	Conference.	He	is	pictured	with	his	wife	Sue.
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Allen Jones (right), ESD 113 Board Member, and his wife Lan, participat-
ing in a workshop activity during the AESD Conference.

2016 AESD Conference “Growing Opportunities: A Mindset for Change” 
hosted by ESD 105 in Yakima, April 7-9, 2016

ESD 112 Superintendent and staff enjoy time together at the conference.  
Pictured (l-r) are:  Barbara Lomas, ESD 112 Associate Superintendent of Student 
and School Success; Rainer Houser, Ann Campbell, and Richard Graham, ESD 
112 Board; Superintendent Tim Merlino, and Gavin Hottman, ESD 112 Chief 
Financial Officer.

Superintendent Bruce Hawkins, ESD 123 (standing), visits with NEWESD 101 
Superintendent and Board members during the conference.  Pictured (l-r) 
are Bruce Wildfang, ESD 123 Board; Paul Whitemarsh, ESD 123 Board; Sheryl 
Byerley, ESD 123 Board; Emmett Arndt, NEWESD 101 Board, Superintendent 
Mike Dunn, and AESD President Gary Coe from the NEWESD 101 Board.

ESD 105 Superintendent Steve Myers and staff with keynote speaker Pam 
Henderson.  Pictured (l-r):  Pam Henderson, author of “Opportunity Think-
ing” and CEO of NewEdge, Inc., of Richland; Tom Fleming, ESD 105 Chief 
Financial Officer; Superintendent Myers and Mark Grassel, ESD 105 Board.

New ESD Superintendents in the AESD Network, beginning July 1, 
include (l-r):  Kevin Chase, who will begin as ESD 105 Superintendent;  
Larry Francois, hired as new NWESD 189 Superintendent, and Darcy 
Weisner, who will begin as ESD 123 Superintendent.

Entertainment at the Friday night banquet held at the Yakima Convention 
Center was the AESD Jazz Quartet composed of (l-r): Bob Waldbauer 
on the bass, Josh  Yohe, Toppenish MIddle School Band Director on 
the sax; Don Kinney on the drums; and Ric Pilgrim, ESD 105 Assistant 
Superintendent, on the piano.

~Photos	by	David	Goehner,	ESD	105
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2016 AESD Conference Highlights

Representatives of Clear Risk Solutions, who sponsored the AESD 
President’s Award, attended the award dinner during the AESD 
Conference.  Pictured (l-r) are: Rich Moore, Senior Operations Officer; Eric 
Homer, President/PCL; Jennifer Homer, Pre Litigation Program Director; 
AESD President Gary Coe; Phil Riche, Executive Vice President and ESD 
Superintendent President Rich McBride.

ESD 105 Superintendent Steve Myers, along with his Board 
and staff, hosted a very enjoyable 2016 AESD Annual Conference, 
April 7-9, 2016 at the Yakima Convention Center.

The theme of “Growing Opportunities” was carried 
out throughout the conference by keynote speakers: Pam 
Henderson, CEO of NewEdge, Inc., a Richland-based growth, 
strategy and design firm that advises companies across every 
industry; Jeff Charbonneau, 2013 National Teacher of the Year; 
Gail Fast, School Nurse Corps Coordinator at ESD 105; Dr. John 
Draper, CEO of the Educational Research Service in Washington, 
D.C.; Lori Wyborney, 2015 Washington State High School 
Principal of the Year, and Ken Kanikeberg, OSPI Chief of Staff.  
The conference was well planned, with quality speakers and 
workshops, and interesting Friday afternoon tours.  

Other highlights included the Friday night banquet at the 
Yakima Country Club, with music by the talented AESD Jazz 
Quartet, and student music during the week provided by the 
West Valley (Yakima) High School Jazz Band directed by Jeremy 
Friesz, and the Ellensburg High School String Ensemble directed 
by Kara Hunnicutt; Baliki Steel Drum Band from Barge Lincoln 
Elementary School (Yakima), Marie Webb, Director.

ESD 105 Superintendent Steve Myers thanked his conference committee 
for their hard work in planning and facilitating the conference.  Pictured 
are Superintendent Myers and Robin Granger, Executive Assistant.

ESD 113 Board member Don Rash visits with Harry Carthum, also from the 
ESD 113 Board, during the Friday night dinner held at the Country Club 
during the AESD Conference.

Gail Fast, School Nurse Coordinator at ESD 105 led a workshop at the 
AESD Conference on Adverse Childhood Experiences, showing scientific 
evidence that adversity during childhood leads to a host of problems in 
later life.

Student entertainment at the AESD Conference included these students 
who are members of the Ellensburg High School String Ensemble directed 
by Kara Hunicutt.
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AESD Executive Board Meeting

Pictured at the AESD Executive Board meeting are (l-r): Rich McBride, ESD 
Superintendent President, Gary Coe, AESD President, Marcia Fromhold, 
AESD Legislative Liaison, and Jim Shoemake, AESD Legislative Liaison.

AESD Executive Board
AESD Board and  Legislati ve Representati ves

ESD 101 - Gary Coe, Past-President glcoe@aol.com
ESD 105 - Mark Grassel magrassel@gmail.com
ESD 112 - Dr. Richard Graham samgouche@yahoo.com
ESD 113 - Rick Anthony, President rjanthony@centurytel.net
ESD 114 - Carl Johnson cnhjohnson@wavecable.com
ESD 121 - Rob Beem, President-Elect  robbeem@comcast.net
ESD 123 - Bruce Wildfang brucewildfang@yahoo.com 
ESD 171 - Cathy Meuret rcmeuret@nwi.net
ESD 189 - Merle Kirkley, Past-President  merlek@chberesford.com 

ESD Superintendents

ESD 101 - Dr. Mike Dunn mdunn@esd101.net
ESD 105 - Dr. Steve Myers steve.myers@esd105.org
ESD 112 - Tim Merlino ti m.merlino@esd112.org
ESD 113 - Dr. Dana Anderson danderson@esd113.org
ESD 114 - Greg Lynch glynch@oesd.wednet.edu
ESD 121 - John Welch jwelch@psesd.org
ESD 123 - Bruce Hawkins bhawkins@esd123.org
ESD 171 - Dr. Rich McBride richm@ncesd.org
ESD 189 - Dr. Jerry Jenkins jjenkins@nwesd.org

See the AESD Website www.aesd-wa.org for other informati on
AESD Dispatch is a newslett er for WA State ESD Directors

published three ti mes during the year, circulati on 125.
Editor, Eldene Wall, North Central ESD ~ eldenew@ncesd.org

Superintendent Steve Myers, ESD 105; Superintendent Greg Lynch, OESD 
114; and Superintendent Rich McBride, North Central ESD, visit during 
the AESD Executive Board meeting.

Dr. Gene Sharratt , currently the 
executi ve director for the Washington 
Student Achievement Council, has been 
selected to serve as Executi ve Director 
for the AESD/OSPI Network Initi ati ves. 
Dr. Sharratt  will assume this positi on 
on July 1, 2016.  Dr. Sharratt  replaces 
reti ring Director Ian Grabenhorst who has 
provided key leadership to the AESD/OSPI 
Network Initi ati ves since 2014. 

The role of the AESD Executi ve 
Director for the AESD/OSPI Network 
Initi ati ves positi on is to provide 
support for the AESD Network, OSPI, 
ESD Superintendents, ESD Assistant 
Superintendents/OSPI staff  to help bring coherence and alignment 
to existi ng and developing programs and systems.  Sharratt  will work 
closely with ESD and OSPI leadership in the development and support 
of strategic initi ati ves and highly eff ecti ve professional development 
programs to increase teacher quality and raise student att ainment.  

Prior to joining the Governor’s cabinet, Sharratt  spent ten years as 
a college professor and 30 years as a K-12 teacher, principal, assistant 
superintendent, school superintendent and ESD superintendent 
in internati onal and public schools.  This included experience in 
Washington, Alaska, and Norway.  

Sharratt  commented, “I believe so strongly in the AESD/OSPI 
Network’s potenti al to increase student learning through an aligned 
and coherent network of support for teacher access to highly eff ecti ve 
professional development and collaborati on.   The current OSPI/
AESD partnership is perfectly positi oned to help policy makers and 
local districts alike to deliver key educati onal trainings, services and 
initi ati ves.” He further noted, “It will be an honor to serve in this 
positi on.”

Dr. Sharratt  and support staff  will be headquartered at the North 
Central Educati onal Service District centrally located in Wenatchee, 
WA.  Dr. Sharratt  has shared that this relocati on will also allow him to be 
closer to family located in the Wenatchee area.

Among those who attended the AESD Executive Board meeting were (l-r): 
Kevin Chase, incoming ESD 105 Superintendent; Steve Myers, retiring ESD 
105 Superintendent, Mark Grassel, ESD 105 Board; Superintendent Dana 
Anderson, ESD 113, and Rick Anthony, ESD 113 Board.

AESD Director of Statewide 
Initiatives Announced


