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AESD Board Meeting November 20 during WSSDA Conference in 
Spokane 

AESA Conference December 3-6, 2008—Phoenix 

AESD Board Meeting February 9, 2009, during Legislative Confer-
ence, Red Lion, Olympia 

AESD Conference April 16-18, 2009—Pasco 

Coming Events Coming Events 

ESD 114 staff celebrate the ESD anniversary 
at their office.  Donn Ring, 36-year ESD 114 
board member, is shown above right.  ESD 
105’s celebration cake is shown on the right. 

 

Washington State ESD 40-Year Celebrations 

Washington State ESDs are 
celebrating their 40th anniversary in 
Olympia on February 24, 2009, in the 
Capitol Rotunda. 
 
The 40th year celebration will serve as 
a public awareness campaign 
emphasizing the vital role of each 
ESD in expanding the capacity of local 
schools in achieving student success.   
 
The anniversary activities will help 
business leaders, public officials, 
school employees, and district patrons 
learn more about their ESD’s 
involvement in promoting effective 
teaching and learning, creating safe 
and healthy learning environments, 
and developing cost-efficient services 
to help school districts achieve their 
goals. 
 
Check the AESD website at 
www.aesd-wa.org for more details. 

 
A Message from the AESD President 

The AESD Executive Board 
held its Fall Retreat at Puget 
Sound ESD on October 20.  
We spent a productive 
morning working on ways all 
nine ESD boards can assist 

in furthering the develop-
ment of the statewide system 
of ESDs. 
 
Taking the AESD Mission 
Statement as our starting 
point (The purpose of AESD 
shall be to provide communi-
cation and coordination 
among ESD boards for edu-
cational advocacy; for foster-
ing leadership and partner-
ships; and for collaboration 
within the educational com-
munity), we focused on the 
concepts of Advocacy, Informa-
tion Sharing and Coordination as 
they apply to the system-
building work of ESD 
boards. 
 
Several key points were iden-

President Bill Baumann 
ESD 112 
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Back Row: Merle Kirkley, Howard Coble, Monte Bridges, Larry MacGuffie and Bill Keim; Second row: Jerry Jenkins, Rich 
McBride, Bill Baumann, Robert Bauer, Walt Bigby, Mike Dunn and Bruce Hawkins; Front Row: Maggie Perez, Katie Proteau, 
Beverly Abersfeller (sitting in for Brad Gingerich), Charlie Staadecker, Twyla Barnes and Jane Gutting. 

tified as essential for further 
progress.  First, we need to 
reach agreement on roles and 
responsibilities for all partici-
pants.  We must also identify 
the mutual commitments neces-
sary to move the network for-
ward (funding, services, quality 
expectations, timelines, etc.).  
Then, we need to develop con-
sistent accountability standards 
for the three categories of ser-
vices to be offered (assured, re-
gional and statewide). 
 
We discussed in detail the vari-
ous aspects of advocacy, in-
cluding the audiences we might 
address as well as the messages 
appropriate for each.  A strong 
emphasis was placed on rela-
tionship building and the bene-

fits of a longer-term approach 
as we advocate on behalf of 
our ESDs as well as the state-
wide system. 
 
Our meeting concluded with a 
discussion of the funding chal-
lenge that lies ahead as we ac-
knowledge that the President 
of the Superintendent’s group 
carries full-time job responsi-
bilities and has limited time 
available for the system build-
ing work.  I encourage you to 
speak with your representative 
on the AESD Executive Board 
for a full briefing on the chal-
lenges before us.  It is an excit-
ing time as we pave the way for 
the next 40 years! 
 
     ~Bill Baumann, ESD 112 
        AESD President 
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News from Washi

A productive meeting was held October 23 between ESD 
Superintendents,  Senator Rosemary McAuliffe and Senator 
Rodney Tom, during which the ESDs’ work as a statewide 
network was discussed. 
 
The senators were impressed with progress on the math 
initiative and our work as a statewide network to deliver the 
training that is being manifested in improved classroom 
instruction.  They appreciated hearing that a similar type of 
cooperation coming forward on the science initiative will have 
an equally strong effect.  There was also a good conversation 
on the statutory authority concept.   
 
There was significant discussion of the fiscal stability issue and 
the senators understand the need.  They also expressed the 
understanding that, in order to fund new initiatives, reductions 
would be required elsewhere.   
 
This discussion of shortages in funding included our core 
funding request and the dropout prevention/intervention 
program.  Jim Shoemake also reminded the senators that the 
funding for an ESD facility study was part of the OSPI capital 
budget request that we would be supporting in this session.  
 
Walt Bigby explained the need for assisting districts in the 
safety activities with which they must comply and the 
proposed .5 FTE per ESD to assist and coordinate these 
activities.  In all, the meeting was very successful and opened 
doors with two strong supporters to carry us into the legislative 
session. 
 

   ~Jim Shoemake 
    AESD Executive Services 

Two of our newest AESD Executive Board members are Charlie 
Staadecker, ESD 121 (replacing Ken Seng) and Merle Kirkley, ESD 
189 (replacing  Gordon Griggs). 

ESD 114 staff, Debbie Racey and Bree Kravanh, shown at their 
ESD 40th anniversary celebration. 

Legislative Highlights 

Mike Dunn, new superintendent at ESD 101 and Robert Bauer, past-
president of the AESD Executive Board. 
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Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, presented the awards 
and Cathy Davidson was mistress of 
ceremonies. 
 
The event was sponsored by The 
Beresford Company and PEMCO 
Insurance. 
 
Shown to the right are State 
Superintendent Terry Bergeson, Susan 
Johnson, 2009 Washington State Teacher 
of the Year and Superintendent Jane 
Gutting from ESD 105 in Yakima. 
  

Regional Teacher of the Year award winners:  Back (l-r): Ted Mack, Moses Lake School District (NCESD); Dave Gamon, Mead School Dis-
trict (ESD 101); Toni Cuello, Pasco School District (ESD 123); State Superintendent Terry Bergeson; Susan Johnson, Cle Elum-Roslyn 
(ESD 105); David Young, Central Kitsap School District (ESD 114); Kimmie Read, Puyallup School District (PSESD).  Front row (l-r): 
LaLani Pitts, Mt. Baker School District (ESD 189); Heather Byington, Shelton School District (ESD 113); Katie Hebner, Vancouver School 
District (ESD 112). (Photo by David Goehner, ESD 105) 

The 2009 Washington State Teacher of the 
Year Awards Ceremony was held October 
8, 2008, at the Museum of Flight in Seattle. 
 
Susan Johnson, teacher at Cle Elum-
Roslyn High School, part of the Cle Elum-
Roslyn School District, and candidate 
from the ESD 105 area, was selected as 
2009 Washington State Teacher of the 
Year. 
 
Keynote address was given by Laura Jones, 
2008 Washington State Teacher of the 
Year, who spoke on “Teaching for the 
21st Century.” 

2009 Washington State Teacher of the Year Program 

ngton State ESDs 
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College of Education 2008 State Advocate 
for Education Award Saturday, September 
27, on behalf of his company.  This honor 
was awarded because of The Beresford 
Company's commitment to education in 
the state of Washington. 
 
The Beresford Company has been a spon-
sor of the Teacher of the Year program 
for more than a decade.  The nine Educa-
tional Service Districts (ESDs) work with 
their local school districts to select one 
winner from the school district nominees 
in their area to serve as Regional Teacher 
of the Year.  The nine winners continue to 
represent their regions in activities for the 
Teacher of the Year program, including a 
spring reception in Olympia attended by 
the Governor. 

 Charles and his wife Virginia have owned 
and operated the Beresford Company 
since 1949.  They live in Manson, Wash-
ington.  For over 30 years the Beresford 
Company has been the leading provider of 
quality floor coverings for education in 
Washington and Oregon.  Having built 
their success on furnishing the best prod-
ucts available, the Beresford Company has 
provided the kind of service you can't find 
elsewhere. 
 

    ~Eldene Wall  
  NCESD Public Relations 

NWESD 189 facilitated a regional meet-
ing of 120 legislators, district superinten-
dents, and school board legislative repre-
sentatives on October 28.  During the 

forum: 
 

• A general overview of the current 
K-12 financial crisis was presented 
(how bad is it and how did we get 
here). 

• The region's two legislative priori-
ties were presented. 

• Lunch and "Table Talk" of local 
examples (at tables by legislative 
district) were facilitated. 

• Highlights from each legislative 
district "Table Talk" were reported. 

• Ongoing communication strate-
gies/methods were clarified for the 
legislative session. 

 
The impetus for this meeting originated 
with a local school board.  We recog-
nize this will be a tough legislative ses-
sion—starting with a $3.2 billion deficit.  
In past challenging sessions, support 
has been provided for a few K-12 tar-
geted programs/activities—by taking 
away other K-12 concerns.  We believe 
we (K-12) have hurt ourselves through 
fragmented communications that have 
sent varying messages related to K-12 
needs.  
 
It is our hope that by bringing the re-
gion together to: 1) learn/confirm an 
understanding of how the K-12 funding 
crisis evolved, 2) present one clear mes-
sage of the two broad regional priori-
ties, and 3) establish communication 
lines/strategies between school leaders 
and legislators in a face-to-face setting 
will help to ensure that school funding 
concerns not be forgotten by the time 
the legislative session begins.   

 
 
 

Puget Sound ESD 
 
The Board of Puget Sound ESD, over 
the past year, has engaged in focused 
study and research on how best to sup-
port our schools and educational policy 
leaders to ensure success for each stu-
dent in our region. This effort is driven 
by their concerns with the challenges 
and daunting realities faced by schools 
in providing compelling programs for 
students, meeting the No Child Left 
Behind accountability structure, and 

balancing budgets with inadequate re-
sources.  
 
They question whether the focus on test 
scores and achievement gaps, although 
necessary, has diminished the kinds of 
learning opportunities that can lead to 
success for struggling students, and con-
tributed to the number of students drop-
ping out of school. 
  
As part of their search, the Board met 
with Dr. John Goodlad, a highly re-
spected educational researcher with dec-
ades of experience in these issues. They 
also studied and were greatly influenced 
by the work of the Association of Super-
vision and Curriculum (ASCD), which 
has developed a Learning Compact fo-
cused on ensuring that our schools meet 
the educational needs of the “Whole 
Child.” 
 
These studies and discussions have re-
sulted in a “Call to Action,” written by 
the PSESD Board and staff, which out-
lines a proposal for a regional collabora-
tion to focus on how Boards can work 
together most effectively to ensure suc-
cess for all students.  
 
As the first step, the Board invited dis-
trict school directors to participate in a 
Regional Board Member Forum on No-
vember 6, 2008, to begin work on the 
following components: 
• Create a framework for continued 

regional conversations, 
• Ensure that our students experience 

Goodlad’s caring pedagogy and the 
elements encompassed by the 
ASCD Learning Compact, 

• Engage in specific policy work at 
the local, state and federal levels that 
address the learning needs of the 
whole child, and 

• Continue collective advocacy for 
full funding of public education. 

 
The Call to Action paper, “2020 Vision,” 
and the invitation to the Board Member 
Forum can be viewed at www.psesd.org/
network. 
 
  ~Joan Tritchler 
   Communications/Govt Relations 
  Assistant to the Superintendent 
    

 (continued) 

Charles Beresford received the WSU College of 
Education 2008 State Advocate for Education 
Award from WSU Dean Judy Nichols 
Mitchell. 

News from Washi
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AESD Dispatch is a newsletter for directors of ESDs in Washington State,  pub-
lished quarterly during the year, circulation 100. 
 

AESD Executive Board 
 

ESD 101 - Robert Bauer, Past-President (509) 229-3268 
ESD 105 - Maggie Perez (509) 457-4402      
ESD 112  - Bill Baumann, President (360) 887-4444 
ESD 113  - Howard Coble (360) 943-6652 
ESD 114  - Katie Proteau (360) 377-4984 
ESD 121  - Charlie Staadecker (253) 833-1584 
ESD 123 - Brad Gingerich (509) 843-3651   
ESD 171 - Larry MacGuffie (509) 754-3426 
ESD 189 - Merle Kirkley (425) 425-9843   
             

 

See the AESD Website www.aesd-wa.org for the calendar of events and  other 
AESD information. 

 
Editor, Eldene Wall, North Central ESD ~ eldenew@ncesd.org 

 

AESD 
221 College Street N.E.,  

Olympia, WA 98516-5313 
www.aesd-wa.org 
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ESD 101 region honored for student 
achievement 
 

Talk about a rousing start to the new 
school year. The 2008-09 year was barely 
under way when three districts from the 
ESD 101 region were asked to step 
forward and take a bow on a prominent 
national stage. 
 
Northport, Odessa and Pullman received 
some of the highest honors bestowed by 
the U.S. Department of Education. 
First came a pair of national Blue Ribbon 
awards for the Northport School District 
and Pullman High School for their success 
in helping students achieve at high levels. 
Then, a few days later, came an American 
Star of Teaching Award for Odessa High 
School science teacher Jeff Wehr. The 
American Star award recognizes 
outstanding teachers who have raised 
student achievement.  
 
To put the honors in perspective, the Blue 
Ribbon award winners were among only 
four in the state, while Wehr’s American Star 
award was the only one in the state.  To even 
be nominated for a Blue Ribbon, schools 
must either score in the top 10 percent of the 
state in standardized tests or be a high-
poverty school that shows dramatic 
improvement to high levels on state tests.  
 
In Northport, 80 percent of the students 
come from impoverished and 
disadvantaged homes. Intervention efforts 
have produced an average improvement 
rate of 45 percent in reading, math and 
writing, as measured by the 10th grade 

WASL over a four-year period. 
In Pullman over the past five years, the 
high school, along with the rest of the 
district staff, has made a special effort to 
move all students, and especially the 
most struggling learners, to higher 
achievement. Since 2005, when over 16 
percent of 10th graders did not pass even 
one section of the WASL, that number 
improved to about 2 percent in 2008. 
In Odessa, Wehr’s award came in 
recognition of his role in raising science 
WASL scores. Statewide in 2007, only 36 
percent of 10th graders passed the science 
WASL. At Odessa, the pass rate was 80 
percent – a doubling of the previous 
year’s success rate. 
 
Test scores, however, are just the 
beginning. When Wehr arrived in Odessa 
in 2003, only two seniors were taking 
physics. Today, a full half of the senior 
class is enrolled in physics and more 
Odessa graduates are pursuing science-
related careers in college. 
 
Congratulations to Northport, 
superintendent and K-12 principal Patsy 
Guglielmino; to Pullman, 
superintendent  Paul Sturm and high 
school principal Jason Thompson; and to 
Odessa, superintendent Doug Johnson, 
high school principal Ken Schutz and, 
most of all, the state’s only 2008 
American Star, Jeff Wehr. 
 

  ~Steve Witter, ESD 101 
    Executive Director 
    Telecommunications, 
    Public Affairs, Grants 

 
 

ESD 105 welcomed Bill Gant, a former 
principal at both Sunnyside and Wahluke, 
as the newest member of our Board of 
Directors on May 20.   

Bill is serving our seven-member board as 
the representative for District 6, which 
includes the Grandview, Granger, and 
Sunnyside school districts.  He is filling the 
District 6 seat that was previously held by 
Bruce Ricks, who left the ESD 105 Board 
in August of 2007 after a tenure that began 
in 1999.  
 
"We are excited to welcome Bill Gant to 
our board as he brings a leadership 
perspective shaped from years of principal 
experience," said ESD 105 Superintendent 
Jane Gutting.  "He will also serve as a great 
advocate for students in the lower Yakima 
Valley." 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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thanks to the state’s “Building Bridges” 
grant, a partnership between ESD 112 
and Clark County Skills Center is proving 
that when students find their niche in a 
vocation they enjoy, the academic suc-
cess often follows.  
 
The Center for Career and Academic 
Advancement (CCAA) is designed to 
provide high quality vocational and tech-
nical education to students who have 
dropped out of high school or are in 
danger of dropping out due to credit 
deficiency. Students enrolled in the pro-
gram spend half of their day working on 
academic classes provided by ESD 112 
and the other half in career education 
courses provided by the Clark County 
Skills Center. They earn a 19-credit 
Washington State Diploma, while obtain-
ing exceptional training for a high-
demand occupation.  
 
“The program gives students the oppor-
tunity to develop valuable leadership and 
work readiness skills,” said Jada Rupley, 
Associate Superintendent for Children, 
Youth and Family Services. “The indi-
vidualized career and academic advising 
motivates students and gives them the 
tools they need to be successful in school 
and in a future career.” 
 
The Building Bridges grant, which is 
earmarked for dropout prevention, inter-
vention and retrieval programs, has en-
abled the program to grow this year to 
serve 52 students.  
 

 ~Lori Williams,  
     ESD 112 Deputy Director 
     School/Agency Operations 

 
 
 

ESD 113:  Eighteen districts join 
Regional Mathematics Alliance  
 
ESD 113 has formed the Regional 
Mathematics Alliance (MLA) is to pro-
vide regionally-delivered, ongoing profes-
sional development to teachers, princi-
pals and district administrators. The 18 
districts that have joined the Alliance will 
each receive at least 10 days of profes-
sional development, provided within 
their geographic region; support for lead-
ership teams in the development of a 3-5 
year mathematics improvement plan, and 
significantly reduced fees for ESD-

provided professional development. 
Teachers in these 18 districts will benefit 
through networking and collaboration with 
their colleagues in neighboring districts 
throughout the year while attending train-
ings such as:  
• The newly revised mathematics stan-

dards; 
• Powerful Teaching and Learning; 
• Young Mathematicians and Work; and 
• Developing Mathematical Ideas. 

 
Principals, school leaders and district ad-
ministrators will gain new insights into 
what constitutes an effective mathematics 
program, increased awareness of the im-
pact of the mathematics standards revi-
sions, and ongoing support regarding how 
to support classroom teachers of mathe-
matics. 
 
The ESD’s long-term vision for the MLA 
is to create a community of learners in 
mathematics who share resources, explore 
how to better help students reach stan-
dards and collaborate on the development 
of formative assessment tools. Rather than 
continuing to work in isolation, teachers, 
school leaders and district administrators 
can all benefit from increased collabora-
tion among their peers.  
 
The MLA provides structure and topical 
focus, as well as effective professional 
development in both mathematics content 
and learning community processes. 
 
Members of the ESD 113 mathematics 
support team are: 
• Kathy Dornhecker, Regional Mathemat-

ics Coordinator; 
• Cheryl Vance, Elementary Literacy and 

Mathematics Specialist; 
• Heather Dorsey, Middle Level Mathe-

matics Specialist; 
• Jana Dean, High School Mathematics 

and Science Specialist; and 
• Deb Lane, Math Helping Corps. 
 
For more information regarding the ESD 
113 Mathematics Alliance contact Kathy 
Dornhecker at kdornhecker@esd113.k12.wa.us 
or (360) 464-6735. 
 

 ~Judy McDaniel 
    Communications 
    ESD 113  

 
 

Bill was the principal of Sunnyside High 
School from 1984 to 1994, retiring after a 
30-year career with the district.  He joined 
Sunnyside's faculty in 1964 and taught for 
seven years before taking on administrative 
duties there.  Bill was principal of Outlook 
Elementary School during 1970-1973, 
assistant principal and athletic director for 
Sunnyside Junior High during 1973-1974, 
and assistant principal and athletic director 
at Sunnyside High School during 1974-
1984. 
 
He briefly returned to familiar 
administrative duties to accept a role as the 
interim principal at Wahluke High School 
in Mattawa from the fall of 2000 through 
December 2001. 
 
"Much of my initial assessments with the 
ESD Board will go back to my role as a 
high school principal," said the new board 
member.  "As a high school principal, you 
deal with policy and you deal with 
people.  I'm able to come to this from the 
building level, so I understand the big 
picture.” 
 
Since 1994, Bill  has been the secretary to 
the Yakima Valley Interscholastic 
Activities Association and director for 
District 5 of the Washington 
Interscholastic Activities Association.  He 
also became a member of the Sunnyside 
City Council in 2005. 
 
The 1959 graduate of Sunnyside High 
School earned his B.A. degree in education 
from Western Washington University in 
1964, and his master’s degree in 
administration from Eastern Washington 
University in 1970.  Bill and his wife, 
Juanita, live in Sunnyside and have four 
children and nine grandchildren. 
   
  ~David Goehner 
     Public Information Officer 
     ESD 105 

 
 
 

ESD 112: CCAA combines two 
ingredients to long-term student 
success: academics and work training  
 
Creating ways to keep high school 
students fully engaged in school is a 
continual challenge for educators. But   

News from Washi
 
 

OESD #114 Celebrates 40 Years of 
History and Service 

Did you know that the first OESD of-
fice was located in Port Townsend or 
that only three superintendents have 
served at OESD in 40 years? 
 
These questions and more were part of a 
fun and informal trivia quiz that served 
as a kick-off for the 40th anniversary 
celebration held September 5 in Bremer-
ton by the Olympic ESD. Special recog-
nition was also given to board member 
Donn Ring and staff member Wende 
Parfrey for their decades of service. 
 
The purpose of the party was to com-
memorate the establishment of Washing-
ton state’s nine Educational Service Dis-
tricts (ESDs) by the state legislature in 
1969. Today, these ESDs provide coop-
erative and informational services to 295 
school districts, serving the state’s 1.1 
million students. 
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Olympic ESD is home base for 15 of 
those school districts scattered through-
out the Kitsap and Olympic Peninsulas. 
 
Superintendent Walt Bigby presented a 
brief overview of the history, mission 
and strengths of the OESD to set the 
stage for staff recognition in each of the 
OESD’s 14 departments. 
 
Staff member Wende Parfrey was hon-
ored for her 20 years as a computer op-
erator in the OESD Data & Technology 
Office. Also recognized was OESD 
board member Donn Ring, who has 
represented District 5 (Port Townsend, 
Chimacum, Quilcene, Brinnon and 
Sequim) for a record 36 years. Ring’s 
dedication to the board and OESD re-
mains focused on the future. 
 
“The schools are in a bruising battle of 
creating global citizens for the 21st century 
– not easy! We need to be passionate 
about education with a calculated and 
enthusiastic lean towards what is yet to 
be,” he said. 
 
In addition to Parfrey and Ring, board 
member Katie Proteau and staff members 
Kristin Schutte, Cheryl Thompson, Deb-
bie Witt, Nancy Pittman and Ken Have-
kost also received awards for their years of 
service. 
 

“Forty years in this organization is some-
thing for everyone to celebrate,” added 
Superintendent Bigby. “I can’t thank you 
enough for your contributions – it’s been a 
pleasure to work with all of you.” 
 

 ~Pamela Merrill 
    OUTLOOK  
    Writing & Design 
    ESD 114  

 
 
 

 
ESD 123   
 
 ESD 123 will be host for the 2008 
AESD Conference that will be held in 
Walla Walla April 16-18, 2009.  The 
theme is “Beyond the Blues” (see “save 
the date” in the next column).  We hope 
to see you in Walla Walla in April! 
 
  ~Molly Green 
    Desktop Publisher 
    ESD 123 

 
 

North Central ESD announces for-
mation of the North Central ESD 
Educational Foundation 
 
This newly formed NCESD Educational 
Foundation will provide an opportunity 
to extend services to schools and stu-
dents in the NCESD region in a more 
creative manner.  The Foundation will: 
• Provide a system where grant monies 

can be accepted from private founda-
tions and grantors that would benefit 
students by way of scholarships, 

• Provide services to schools in a vari-
ety of inventive programs, 

• Distribute grant money: 
1. Grants for teacher training and 

development, 
2. Grants for innovative classroom 

projects, 
3. Grants for classroom enrichment 

activities. 
 
If you have any questions about the 
NCESD Foundation, please call Rich 
McBride at 509.665.2628 or e-mail 
richm@ncesd.org or call Eldene Wall at 
509.665.2629 eldenew@ncesd.org.  
 
Beresford Company honored with 
WSU award 
 
Charles Beresford, North Central ESD 
Board member and founder of The 
Beresford Company, accepted the WSU 

Superintendent Walt Bigby presents award to 
long-time ESD Board member Donn Ring for 
36 years of service. 

Superintendent Walt Bigby and OESD 
computer operator Wende Parfrey. 
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